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ITEM NO. PAGE
1. RO Cal . . 1
2. Electionof Chair .. ... . e 2
3. Funding Status-Informational .............. ... 3
4. Special Project Planning Account—Informational . .................. ... .. .... 4
5. PROPOSED CONSENT CALENDAR(ItemS6-25) . ..., 5
*6. Correction of Minutes- May 18, 2001 Meeting . . ... .....oviriiiinnnenn... 5
*7. Approval of Minutes — Augus 30, 2001 and November 28, 2001 Mestings . .. .. ... 6
*8. Recovery Of FUNAS . . . ..o 6

* Proposed consent calendar
** Project added after Preliminary Agenda was mailed.
*9. San Jacinto Wildlife Area, Expansion 21, Riverside County $10,000.00 11

1/ Thesefacilities are accessible to persons with disabilities.
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*11.

*12.

*13.

*14.

To consider the acquisition of 8.69+ acresof land as an expansion of the Department of Fish
and Game's San Jacinto Wildlife Area, located in western Riverside County near Moreno
Valley and to accept a donation from the City of San Jacinto in the amount of $60,000.00to
be deposited directly into escrow to complete the acquisition.

[Hahitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (b/c)]

Habitat Restoration, Rancho Mirage Bighorn Sheep, $100,000.00 13
Riverside County

To consider thealocation of agrant to the City of Rancho Mirage for a cooperative project
to congruct a fence to exclude bighorn sheep from urbanized areas near the City of Rancho
Mirage. The fence will be located on public and private property to the south of State
Highway 111. [Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coasta Protection
Bond Fund (Prop 12), Section 5096.350 (a)(5)]

Wetlands and Wildlife Care Center, Orange County $600,000.00 15

To consider the allocation of a grant to the Huntington Beach Wetlands Conservancy
(Conservancy) for acooperative project to construct an educationa and wildlifecare building
on a Conservancy-owned parcel inthe City of Huntington Beach. [General Fund)]

Black Mountain Preserve, Fresno County $187,000.00 17

To congder the allocation of a grant to the Sierra Foothill Conservancy to asss in the
acquisition of 362.15+ acres of land as an expansion of the Black M ountain Preserve, located
15+ miles northeast of Clovis, to protect sensitive plant and wildlife habitats and to protect
existing wildlife corridors. [Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal
Protection Bond Fund (Prop 12), Section 5096.350 (a)(3)]

L os Osos Dunes and Wetland Consarvation Area, $192,000.00 19
San L uis Obispo County

To condgder the dlocation of a grant to The Bay Foundation to assst in a cooperatively
funded project withthe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Resources Agency, State Coastal
Conservancy, Department of Parks and Recreation, Department of Transportation, Morro
Estuary Greenbelt Allianceand theMorro Bay National Estuary Program, to purchase17.81+
acres of land, located in the community of Los Osos, for the protection of threatened and
endangered species habitat. [ Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal
Protection Bond Act (Prop 12), Section 5096.350 (a)(5)]

Wetland Habitat Restoration, North Grasdands (L one Tree Ranch), $40,000.00 21
M erced County




*15.

*16.

*17.

*18.

*19.

To consder the allocation of a grant to Cdifornia Waterfowl Association for acooperative
project with the landowner, the Department of Fish and Game and the Board to restore and
enhance gpproximatdy 215 acres of seasonal wetlands on privatel y-owned property located
goproximately three miles east of the City of Gudine. [Habitat Conservation Fund,
Section 2786 (d)]

San Bruno Mountain, Brisbane Acres, Expansion 1, $1,000.00 22
San Mateo County

To consder the acceptance of grant funds in the amount of $234,500.00 from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Servicefor direct deposit to escrow to enable the City of Brisbane to acquire 7+
acres of land located on San Bruno Mountain for the protection and preservation of wildlife
habitat, and to consider the allocation of funds necessary to cover related expenses. [ General
Fund]

Wetland Habitat Resoration (Wallace Ranch), Yolo County $50,000.00 23

To consider the allocation of a grant to the California Waterfowl Association for a
cooperative project with the U.S. Natural Resource Conservation Service, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the landowner, Department of Fish and Game and the Board to restore
approximately 221 acresof seasonal wetlands, 15 acres of brood ponds, 100 acres of uplands
and 30 acres of riparian habitat on privately-owned property located approximately three
miles east of Dunnigan. [Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (d)]

Clarksburg Public Access Improvements, Y olo County $158,270.00 25

To consider a cooperative project with the County of Yolo to improve the existing
Clarksburg Public Access arealocated on Department of Fish and Game-owned land onthe
Sacramento River approximately five miles south of the City of Clarksburg. Planned
improvements include upgrading the existing boat ramp, resurfacing the parking lot, bank
stabilization, riparian tree planting and the installation of bollard fencing and a portable
barrier-free restroom. [Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund/General Fund]

Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area, Expansion 10, Y uba County $610,000.00 28

To consider the acquisition of 223+ acres of land located approximately four mileseast of the
town of Browns Valley as an addition to the State’'s Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area for the
protection of deer and upland game habitats. [Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (a)]

L ake Tahoe Public Access (Parking Lot), Placer County $484,135.00 29

To consider acooperative project with the Tahoe City Public Utilities District to reconstruct
anexisting parking lot and provide new lighting and other amenitiesat the Department of Fish



*20.

*21.

*22.

*23

and Game-owned Lake Tahoe Public Access arealocated approximately two miles east of
Tahoe City. [General Fund]

Thomes Creek Ecologica Resarve, Expansion 1, Tehama County $23,000.00 30

To consider the acquisition of 7+ acres of land located approximately five miles north of the
town of Corning asan expansion of the Department of Fish and Game-owned Thomes Creek
Ecological Reserve, for the purpose of improving accessto the Ecological Reserve. [Wildlife
Restoration Fund]

Sacramento Vdley Refuge (Change in Scope), Glenn County $ -O- 31

To consider a change in scope for a previously authorized Transportation Enhancement Act
grant assignment to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), approved by the Board at
its May 18, 2001 meeting. Theorigina proposa was to allow acceptance of grant funds for
placement directly into escrow to effect acquisition of 36+ acresof land by the USFWS asan
expangon to the Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge. This proposd is to expand
authorization to include accepting title to, and immediately transferring title of the property
for the purposes of complying with federal requirements. [General Fund]

Big River Conservation Area (Augmentation), $1,005,500.00 32
M endocino County

To condgder the augmentation of funding to apreviously approved grant to the Mendocino
Land Trust to assist in a cooperative project to acquire 7,337+ acres of land, located
southeast of the town of Mendocino, for the purposes of protecting and enhancing ahost of
habitat types, including habitat for threatened and endangered species, and to provide access
for publicrecreationd opportunities. [Safe Neighborhood Parks, CleanWater, Clean Air and
Coastd Protection Bond Fund (P-12), Section 5096.350 (a)(5)]

Humboldt Bay Wildlife Area, Jacoby Creek/Gannon Slough Unit, $463,000.00 33
Expansions 3 and 4, Humboldt County

*24.

To consider the allocation of two separate grants, one to the Jacoby Creek Land Trust and
one to the City of Arcata, to assst in two cooperative projects with the Department of Fish
and Game for the purchase of a 25+ and 49+ acre property, respectively, for the protection
and enhancement of riparian habitat withinthe Jacoby Creek drainage area, south of Arcata.
[Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (b/c)]

Lake Earl Wildlife Area, Expansions 24, 25 and 26, $521,500.00 35
Dd Norte County

To consider the acquisition of three private ownershipstotaling 55+ acres asan expandon of
the Department of Fish and Game's Lake Earl Wildlife Area located four miles north of

-iv-
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26.

27.

28.

29.

Crescent City for the protection and enhancement of coastd wetlands. [ Safe Neighborhood
Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coagal Protection Bond Fund (P-12),
Section 5096.350 (a)(3)]

Rock Creek Ranch, Del Norte County $252,500.00 37

To consider the dlocation of a grant to the Smith River Alliance to assst in a cooperative
project to acquire 15+ acres of land and associated improvements, for the protection of
sdmon and steelhead habitat, located dong the South Fork Smith River, just north of
Crescent City. [General Fund]

Holly Springs Ranch, San Diego County $2,130,000.00 38

To consider the acquisition of 93.9+ acres of land and the acceptance of an additional
5+ acres of land within the City of Carlsbad for the preservation of high quality coastal sage
scrub and other habitats that support a variety of endangered and threatened species.
[Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (b/c)]

San Diequito River Valey Corridor, San Diego County $4,330,000.00 40

To consider the dlocaion of a grant to the San Dieguito River Park Joint Powers
Authority to assist in the acquisition of up to 8,050+ acres of land within the San Dieguito
River Valley Regional Open Space Park Focused Planning Area, extending from the mouth
of the San Dieguito Lagoon at the Pacific Oceanto V olcan Mountain just north of Julian, to
preserve acontiguouscoast to crest wildlifecorridor and sufficient habitat to support therare
and sensitive species and habitats of the San Dieguito River Valley. [River Protection
Subaccount (P-13), San Diego County]

Monrovia Wilderness Preserve, L os Angaes County $2,380,000.00 41

To consder the alocation of amatching grant to the City of Monrovia in an amount not to
exceed $2,380,000.00 to assi the City initsacquistion of 24+ acresof land lying within the
city limits of Monrovia, for the preservation of wildlife corridors and habitat for threatened
and endangered species. [General Fund - Land Conservation Matching Grants Program|
WITHDRAWN FROM CONSIDERATION AT THIS TIME.

Joel McCrea Conservation Area (Donation), $3,000.00 and Tax Credit 41
V entura County

To consider the approval of an application for inclusion into the Natural Heritage
Preservation Tax Credit Program, a donation of approximatdy 59 acres to the Conegjo
Recreation and Park District and approval of $2,370,000.00 in tax credits for the donor
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**30.

31

pursuant to the provisions of the tax credit program. [General Fund]

Rancho Dos Vistas, Santa Barbara County $6,000.00 and Tax Credit 43

To condder the approval of an application for inclusion into the Natural Heritage
Preservation Tax Credit program, a donation of aconservation easement on approximately
1,406 acresto the Land Trust of Santa Barbara and approval of $3,025,000.00 in tax credits
for the donor pursuant to the provisons of the tax credit program. [General Fund]

Diablo Range Conservation Area, Expansion 1, $748,930.00 45
Monterey and Fresno Counties

32.

33.

To consider the dlocation of a grant to the Cdifornia Rangeland Trust (CRT) to assist ina
cooperative project to purchase aconservation easement over 10,533+ acres of land located
in both Fresno and Monterey Counties near Parkfidd, as an addition to the Diablo Range
Conservation Area and for the permanent protection of arich mixture of plant communities
including conifer, oak woodlands, chaparral, riparian and verna pools. In addition to the
Wildlife Conservation Board and CRT, the Packard Foundation, The Nationa Fish and
Wildlife Foundation and the Irvine Foundation are partnersin this cooperative acquistion.
[General Fund - Land Conservation Matching Grants Program] WITHDRAWN FROM
CONSIDERATION AT THIS TIME

M adera Farmland Conservation Area (Donation), $3,000.00 and Tax Credit 45
M adera County

To condder the approval of an application for inclusion into the Natural Heritage
Preservation Tax Credit Program, a partia donation of approximately 116.5 acresto the
American Farmland Trust and approvad of $93,500.00 in tax credits for the donor pursuant
to the provisons of the tax credit program. [General Fund]

Briones Valey (Cowdl Ranch), Contra Coga County $3,005,000.00 48

To consider the allocation of a grant to the Trust for Public Land to assist ina cooperatively
funded project with the State Coasta Conservancy, Department of Parks and Recresation,
Department of Trangportation andtheU.S. Bureau of Reclamation to purchase 3,650+ acres
of privately-owned property, located near the City of Brentwood, for the protection of
threatened and endangered species habitat. [Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean
Air and Coadal Protection Bond Fund (P-12), Section 5096.350 (a)(5)]

City of Ideton Public Access, Sacramento County $250,270.00 50

To consider acooperative project with the City of Ideton to construct public fishing access
improvements on the Sacramento River on an unimproved, City-owned, waterfront parcel in
the City of Isleton. Planned improvements include a barrier-free fishing pier, boat dock,
parking lot and restroom. [Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund/General Fund]
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35.

36.

Upper Cosumnes River Basin, Expansion 1, El Dorado County $177,500.00 52

To condder the allocation of a matching grant to the American River Conservancy for a
cooperative project with the Bureau of Land Management to acquire 120+ acres of land for
the protection of oak woodlands and riparian habitat located along the North Fork of the
Cosumnes River in the Upper Cosumnes River Basin. [General Fund - Land Conservation
Matching Grants Program]|

Wetland Conservation Easement and Restoration Program, $561,500.00 53
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, (Traynham Ranch),
Colusa County

37.

38.

39.

To consider the acquisition of a conservation easement over 235+ acres of land and to
consider the alocation of a grant to the California Waterfowl Association (CWA) for a
cooperative project with the CWA, the landowner, Department of Fish and Game and the
Boardto restore approximately 130 acres of seasona wetlands, 15 acres of brood pondsand
80 acres of uplands on the property which is located approximately three miles east of the
community of Arbuckle. [Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal
Protection Bond Fund (P-12), Section 5096.350 (a)(1)(A)]

Riparian Habitat Restoration, Sacramento River Wildlife Area, $982,100.00 56
Pine Creek Unit, Glenn County

To condder the allocation of a grant to the Sacramento River Partners to restore
aoproximately 231 acresof riparian habitat onthe Department of Fish and Game’ sPine Creek
Unit of the Sacramento River Wildlife Area, located approximately two miles downstream
from Hamilton City. [Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (e/f)/General Fund)]

L og Coast Headlands, Humboldt County $415,000.00 59

To consder the allocation of a grant to The Conservation Fund to assist in a cooperative
project to acquire 183+ acresof land located onthe Humboldt County coast west of the City
of Ferndale, to provide coasta access, preserve coastal agriculture and preserve and enhance
sengitive wetlands and riparian habitat areas suitable for a wide array of threatened and
endangered species including the California seelhead, marbled murrelet and spotted owl.
[ Safe Nelghborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal Protection Bond Fund (P-
12), Section 5096.350 (a)(5)]

Fdl River Wildlife Area, Shagta County $3,170,000.00 60

To consider theacquisition of 1,158.51+ acres of private land, located inthe northeast corner
of Shasta County, fronting on both the lower Fall and Little Tule Rivers, for public access,
streambank protection and preservation, and protection of wetland and threatened and
endangered species habitat. [Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (b/c)/Safe
Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal Protection Bond Fund (P-12),
Section 5096.350 (a)(2)]

-Vii-



40 Secott River \Waterdhed Fish Screening Proaram - Siskivvou County %ﬂﬂ 00000 61

To consider an allocation of agrant to the Siskiyou Resource Conservation District for a
cooperative project to construct, install and maintain up to 31 fish screens at diversonson
various streamsin the Scott River watershed on private property located between thetowns
of Fort Jones and Callahan. [General Fund]

41. Resolution 64

42. Staff Report - Easement Tranders Informational 65

Report on easement transfers made over Department of Fish and Game or Wildlife
Conservation Board controlled lands pursuant to authority granted by the Wildlife
Conservation Board on February 24, 1998.

OTHER BUSINESS

Presentation - Lake County Land Trust

(Inquiries regarding agenda items may be directed to Al Wright, Executive Director of the
Wildlife Conservation B oard, at the address and telephone number shown on the | etterhead.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA-THE RESOURCES AGENCY GRAY DAVIS, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION BOARD 1807 13™ STREET, SUITE 103

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814
(916) 445-8448
FAX (916) 323-0280
www.dfg.ca.gov

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD
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Wildlife Conservation Board Agenda, February 27, 2002

1

February 27, 2002

Roll Call

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD MEMBERS

Michael Flores, Member

Fish and Game Commisson
B. Timothy Gage, Member

Director, Department of Finance
Robert C. Hight, Member

Director, Department of Fish and Game

JOINT LEGISLATIVE INTERIM ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Senator Sheila Kuehl

Senator Jack O'Connell

Senator Byron Sher

Assembly Member Hannah-Beth Jackson
Assembly Member Virginia Strom-Martin
Assembly Member Howard Wayne

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Al Wright

Election of Chair

Funding Status as of February 27, 2002 (Informational)

(a)_2001-02 Wildlife Restoration Fund Capital Outlay Budget

Governor’s Budget - Minor Projects . ......... ... . $200,000.00

(b) 2000-01 Wildlife Restoration Fund Capital Outlay Budget

L egislation, San Francisco Baylands Restoration Program Acct. .. $25,000,000.00
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(©)

(d)

(€)

Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . . .......... ... . . ... (50,000.00)
Undllocated Balance .. ... ... $24,950,000.00

1999-00 Wildlife Restoration Fund Capital Outlay Budget

Governor’s Budget - Land Acquisition . .......... ... ... . $200,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . . .................... (2,000.00)
Unadllocated Balance . ... ... s $198,000.00

2001-02 Habitat Conservation Fund Capital Outlay Budget

Governor'sBudget ....... .. $19,963,500.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . . ......... .. ... (827,173.00)
Unadllocated Balance . ... ........ ... $19,136,327.00

2000-01 Habitat Conservation Fund Capital Outlay Budget

Governor'sBudget ....... .. $20,005,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . . ................... (16,603,609.20)
Unadllocated Balance . ... ........ ... $3,401,390.80

1999-00 Habhitat Conservation Fund Capital Outlay Budget

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

Governor'sBudget ....... .. $18,932,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . . ................... (18,462,164.94)
Unadllocated Balance . ... ... s $469,835.06

2001-02 General Fund Capital Outlay (Local Assistance) Budget

Governor'sBudget .. ... .. $300,000.00

2000-01 General Fund Capital Outlay Budget

Governor'sBudget ......... . $115,000,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . .. .................. (77,663,596.00)
Unadllocated Balance . ... ... .. $37,336,404.00

1999-00 General Fund Capital Outlay Budget

Governor'sBudget ... .. $33,100,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . . ................... (29,456,341.54)
Unadllocated Balance . ... ........ ... $3,643,658.46
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() 1999-00 Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund

Governor'sBudget ... $1,050,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . . ........... ... ... ..... (700,000.00)
Unadllocated Balance . ... ....... ... $350,000.00

(k) 2000-01 Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed Protection and
Flood Protection Bond Fund (River Protection Subaccount)

Governor'sBudget ....... .. $24,000,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . . . ................... (14,123,480.00)
Unadllocated Balance . ... ........ i $9,876,520.00

() 2000-01 Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and
Coastal Protection Bond Fund Capital Outlay Budget

Governor'sBudget ......... . $216,125,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . .. ................... (85,914,563.00)
UndlocatedBalance .............c i, $130,210,437.00
Governor’s Budget (San Joaquin River Conservancy Projects) ... $14,562,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . .. .................... (7,090,047.00)
UndlocatedBalance ............. i $7,471,953.00

(m) 1999-00 Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and
Coadtal Protection Bond Fund

Continuoudy A ppropriated [ Sec. 5096.350 (a)(1), (2), (4) & (7)] . $38,000,000.00
Less PreviousBoard Allocations . .. .........o o nn . (13,027,819.00)
Unadllocated Balance ............cc . $24,972,181.00

RECAP OF FUND BALANCES

Wildlife Restoration Fund (@), (b)and(C) ....................... $25,348,000.00
Habitat Conservation Fund (d), (@) and (f) ............ ... ... .... $23,007,552.86
General Fund (g), (W and (i) .........ccoiviii i, $41,280,062.46
Harbors and Watercraft RevolvingFund (j) . ......... oot $350,000.00
Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed Protection and

Flood ProtectionBond Fund (K) . . ... ... .o $9,876,520.00
Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and

Coadtd ProtectionBond Fund (Dand (m) ................... $162,654,571.00

RECAP OF NATURAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT ACT OF 2000
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Natural Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Act of 2000

Total Tax Credit Available, Chapter 113, Statutesof 2000 . ......... $100,000,000.00
LessPrevious Board Approved Tax Credit for Donated Property . .. (33,635,807.50)
Tax Credit Available ........ ... ... .. . $66,364,172.50

Speciad Project Planning Account I nformational

*6.

The Board has historicdly used aspecial project account to provide working funds for staff
evaluation (appraisals, engineering, preliminary titlereports, etc.) of proposed projects. Upon
Board approval of a project, all expenditures incurred and recorded in the Specia Project
Planning Account are transferred to the Board approved project account which reduces the
Specia Project Planning Account expenditures. Thisprocedure, therefore, actsasarevolving
account for the pre-project expenses.

Some appropriations now made to the Board do not includea specific budgeted planning line
item appropriation necessary to begin a project without prior Board authorization. Pre-
project costs are a necessary expenditure in most al capital outlay projects. The Special
Project Planning Account would be used for these costs.

The Board, at the May 6, 1986 meeting, authorized the Executive Director to use up to 1%
of abudgeted appropriation to set up and maintain an appropriate planning account with the
provision it would be reported to the Board as an informational item at the next meeting.

Accordingly, a planning account has been set up as follows:
Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and

Coagtd ProtectionBond Fund . . . . ... $50,000.00
Proposed Consent Calendar (Items 6 - 25)

Correction of Minutes - May 18, 2001 Meseting

At the May 18, 2001 meeting, the Wildlife Conservation Board approved the acquisition of
Expansions 15 through 19 for the San Jacinto Wildlife Area. The minutes for the May 18,
2001 meeting incorrectly identified Expansions 16 through 19 and reference to those
expansions should be deleted from pages56 and 57 of the minutes and the corrected minutes
should read as follows. The total number of expansions, dollar anount and acres have not
changed.

Expanson 16 $9,227,885.00

This proposal isto consider the acquisition of 613+ acres of land lying adjacent to the San
Jacinto WLA on the north. The property has no improvements. The approved appraised
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value is $9,194,550.00 and the owner has agreed to sell to the state for that amount. An
additional $33,335.00 will be needed for appraisal, escrow, title insurance and Department
of General Services' review costs.

Expandon 17 $589,400.00

This proposal isto consder the acquisition of 39+ acres of land lying adjacent to the San
Jacinto WLA on the north. The property has no improvements. The approved appraised
value is $581,400.00 and the owner has agreed to sdll to the state for that amount. An
additional $8,000.00 will be needed for appraisal, escrow, title insurance and Department of
Genera Services review costs.

Expanson 18 $2,440,250.00

*T.

*8.

This proposd is to congder the acquisition of 162+ acres of land lying adjacent to the San
Jacinto WLA on the north. The property has no improvements. The approved appraised
value is $2,426,250.00 and the owner has agreed to sdll to the state for that amount. An
additional $14,000.00 will be needed for appraisal, escrow, title insurance and D epartment
of General Services review cods.

Expanson 19 $1,907,100.00

This proposal isto consider the acquisition of 126 + acres of land lying adjacent to the San
Jacinto WLA on the north. The property has no improvements. The approved appraised
value is $1,895,100.00 and the owner has agreed to sdll to the state for that amount. An
additional $12,000.00 will be needed for gppraisd, escrow, title insurance and Department
of General Services review cods.

Approval of Minutes - August 30 and November 28, 2001 Meetings

Approval of the minutes of the August 30 and November 28, 2001 Wildlife Conservation
Board meetings is recommended.

Recovery of Funds

The following projects previously authorized by the Board are now completed, and some
have baances of funds that can be recovered and returned to their respective funds. It is
recommended that the following totals be recovered and that the projects be closed.

$43,613.31 to the General Fund
$29,810.00 to the Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and
Coastal Protection Bond Fund
$869,314.41 to the Habitat Conservation Fund
$0.00 to the Wildlife Restoration Fund

-5



Wildlife Conservation Board Agenda, February 27, 2002

$0.00 to the Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund
$0.00 to the Other

GENERAL FUND

Bear Vdley Conservation Area, Colusa County

Allocated $1,115,000.00
Expended -1,110,000.00
Balance for Recovery $5,000.00

Diablo Range Conservation Area, Monterey and Fresno Counties

Allocated $400,000.00
Expended -400,000.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00

Hamilton Branch Fishing Access, Plumas County

Allocated $310,000.00
Expended -303,648.25
Balance for Recovery $6,351.75

Humboldt Bay Wildlife Area, Jacoby Creek/Gannon Slough Unit, Humboldt County

Allocated $550,000.00
Expended -545,512.00
Balance for Recovery $4,488.00

Marina Coagal Dunes, (Granite Rock), Monterey County

Allocated $1,505,000.00
Expended -1,501840.00
Balance for Recovery $3,160.00

M occasin Creek Hatchery Public Access (Restroom), Tuolumne County

Allocated $120,135.00
Expended -119,104.44
Balance for Recovery $1,030.56
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San Bruno M ountain, Brisbane Acres, San Mateo County

Allocated $1,000.00
Expended -736.00
Balance for Recovery $264.00

San Jacinto Wildlife Area, Exp. 12 and 13, Riverside County

Allocated $2,630,700.00
Expended -2,623,761.00
Balance for Recovery $6,939.00

San Jacinto Wildlife Area, Exp. 14, Riverside County

Allocated $514,000.00
Expended -514,000.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00

Upper Cosumnes River Basin, El Dorado County

Allocated $590,000.00
Expended -581,104.00
Balance for Recovery $8,896.00

Wetland Conservation Easement Program, Cherokee Farms, Butte County

Allocated $210,451.00
Expended -202,967.00
Balance for Recovery $7,484.00

Wetland Habitat Restoration, Upper Butte Basin Wildlife Area,
Little Dry Creek Unit, Butte County

Allocated $35,500.00
Expended -35,500.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00
Total General Fund ............0 ittt nnneeeneonnnnnns $43.613.31

SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR AND
COASTAL PROTECTION BOND FUND
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Arroyo Hondo Preserve, Santa Barbara County

Allocated $1,510,000.00
Expended -1,500,736.00
Balance for Recovery $9,264.00

Diablo Range Conservation Area, Monterey and Fresno Counties

Allocated $1,610,000.00
Expended -1,601,104.00
Balance for Recovery $8,896.00

Feather River Wildlife Area, Marysville Unit, Yuba County

Allocated $18,500.00
Expended -12,790.00
Balance for Recovery $5,710.00

L assen Foothills, Exp. 1, (Eagle Canyon Ranch Conservation Easement),
Shasta and Tehama Counties

Allocated $170,000.00
Expended -166,656.00
Balance for Recovery $3,344.00

Sacramento River Conservation Area, Glenn County

Allocated $1,372,500.00
Expended -1,369,904.00
Balance for Recovery $2,596.00

San Jacinto Wildlife Area, Exp. 14, Riverside County

Allocated $1,193,500.00
Expended -1,193,500.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00

Total Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and

Coastal Protection Bond Fund ...........iitiiiiiiirinennenns

HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND

-8
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Allensworth Ecologica Reserve, Exp. 21 and 22, Tulare County

Allocated $4,000.00
Expended -2,472.00
Balance for Recovery $1,528.00

Andrew Creek Ecologica Reserve, Exp. 1, Tuolumne County

Allocated $4,667.00
Expended -0.00
Balance for Recovery $4,667.00

Coachella Valley Ecologicd Reserve, Exp. 12 and 13, Riverside County

Allocated $1,250,000.00
Expended -416,377.50
Balance for Recovery $833,622.50

Jacoby Creek Forest, Humboldt County

Allocated $815,000.00
Expended -810,736.00
Balance for Recovery $4,264.00

L &keside L inkages, San Diego County
Allocated $790,000.00
Expended -783,510.00
Balance for Recovery $6,490.00

L eek Springs Vdley Ecologicd Reserve, El Dorado County

Allocated $175,000.00
Expended -165,747.00
Balance for Recovery $9,253.00

Wetland Conservation Easement Program, Cherokee Farms, Butte County

Allocated $1,266,549.00
Expended -1,263,635.42
Balance For Recovery $2,913.58

Wetland Habitat Restoration (Bluebird Farms), Y uba County
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Allocated $40,000.00
Expended -38,421.65
Balance for Recovery $1,578.35

Wetland Habitat Regtoration (Lakeview Fams), Placer County

Allocated $190,150.00
Expended -185,152.02
Balance for Recovery $4,997.98

Wetland Habitat Resoration, North Pintail Slough, Kern County

Allocated $110,000.00
Expended -110,000.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00
Total Habitat Conservation Fund ..........coitiiiiinenneneens $869.314.41

WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND

Lower Sherman Island Public Access,

Allocated $250,000.00
Expended -250,000.00
Balance for Recovery 0.00
Total Wildlife Restoration Fund Recoveries .........ovtiiieinneennenns $0.00

HARBORS AND WATERCRAFT REVOLVING FUND

L ower Sherman |dand Public Access, Sacramento, County

Allocated $200,000.00
Expended -200,000.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00
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OTHER

L ucky Five Ranch, San Diego County

Allocated $0.00
Expended -0.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00

At the November 2000 meeting of the Wildlife Conservation Board, the Board approved
acceptance and assgnment of a federal Land and Water Conservation Fund grant to the
California Department of Parks and Recreation. All work is now completed. Thisentry is
to officially close the project.

Total Other ReCOVEIIES . v v v vt tiiittiiteeeeeeeeeoeesoneenseennnenns $0.00

*9.

San Jacinto Wildlife Area, Expansion 21, Riverside County $10,000.00

The proposd is to consider the acquisition of 8.69+ acres of private land as a cooperative
project for further expansion of the Department of Fish and Game’'s (Department) San
Jacinto Wildlife Area (WLA), in western Riversde County, and accept a private donation
from the City of Jacinto to carry out the acquisition of the property. The acquisition will
allow for the further protection of Mystic Lake and its associated flood plain habitat.

The project area is located in the San Jacinto Valley of southern California, approximately
18 miles southeast of downtown Riversde and just north of the community of L akeview. To
the northwest is the City of Moreno Valley, whose corporate limits reach the northern
boundary of the San Jacinto Wildlife Area. Initial land acquisitions for the WLA were
completed during the period of 1981 - 82 as part of a mitigation package developed to
compensate for wildlife habitat |osses resulting from the construction of the State Water
Project. As opportunity and circumstance allowed, the Board has acquired additional
properties. Since 1995, the Board has acquired 3,500 acres adjacent to or within Mystic
Lake for the WLA. The wesern boundary of the 9,000 acre WLA is contiguous with the
LakePerrisState Recreation Area, placingatota of gpproximatey 16,500 acres under public
ownership and protection. The current proposal being considered will add about 9 acres of
land to the WL A within Mystic L ake.

The acquisition of the subject property is important to the wildlife area as it will place a
private inholding under protection. Placement of this property in public ownership will
facilitate restoration and will reduce private ownership within the WLA. The entire subject
property is within the flood plain of Mystic Lake and has been inundated from timeto time
over the past fiveyears. The property isimproved with one raised wooden platform of little
or no value.
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The upland areasand hillssurrounding the lowland flood plain of Mystic Lake are dominated
by Riversidian sage scrub. There are areas of intermixed patches of non-native grasslands,
which arefound inboth the upland and alkali flat areas. There are numerous sensitive plants
associated with the Mydtic Lake area, including the thread-leaved brodiaea (state listed
endangered and federally proposed threatened), San Jacinto saltbush (federally proposed
endangered) and spreading navarretia (federaly proposed threatened). The WLA and
adjoining lands support 38 species of amphibians and reptiles. Mammal species are well
represented and range from the desert shrew to the southern mule deer. The Stephens
kangaroo rat (state listed threatened and federally listed endangered) is aresident mammal
of the WLA.

Over 240 species of hirds have been recorded on or adjacent to the WLA snce 1982.
Twenty-two overwintering raptor species are known to utilize the San Jacinto Valley,
including the osprey, ferruginous hawk, golden eagle and short-eared owl. The San Jacinto
Valley consistently ranksin thetop 1to 2 percent in speciesdiversity for the North American
Christmas bird counts. Historically, the San Jacinto Vdley has aways been an important
southern Cdlifornia wintering and nesting area for migratory shorebirds and waterfowl.
There arethree gate or federally listed endangered birds sghted on the WLA and those are
the Bald Eagle, Peregrine falcon and the Cdifornia brown pelican.

The Department hasidentified the subject property asbeing withinaSignificant Natural Area
and has recommended the purchase of the property, which would be incorporated into and
managed as part of the exiging WLA. It is anticipated that the area will offer both
non-consumptive and consumptive recreational uses, as the habitat is restored, maintained
and developed in conjunction with the WLA.

There are no claims of sovereign sate land ownership within the property. The proposed
acquisition is exempt from CEQA under Section 15313, Class 13 as an acquisition of land
for wildlife conservation purposes.

The approved appraised value is $60,000.00 and the owner has agreed to <ell the property
for that amount. A donation of $60,000.00 has been made by the City of San Jacinto to carry
out the acquisition. Ten thousand dollarsinstate fundswill be needed for appraisa, escrow,
title insurance fees and Department of General Services review COsts.

Staff recommendsthat the Board approve this acquisition as proposed; allocate $10,000.00
from the Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (b/c), for the associated costs; accept a
donation in the amount of $60,000.00 from the City of San Jacinto for the acquisition;
authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements as necessary to accomplish this project;
and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Gameto proceed substantially as planned.
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*10. Habitat Resoration, Rancho Mirage Bighorn Sheep, Riverside County $100,000.00

Thisis a proposal to consider an allocation of a grant to the City of Rancho Mirage for a
cooperative project to congruct afenceto excdude federdly endangered Peninsular bighorn
sheep from urbanized areas near the City of Rancho Mirage (City). The portion of fenceto
be funded by the proposed grant will be located on City property to the south of State
Highway 111 in Riverside County. The proposed grant will be used to construct the fourth
and final phase of a fencing project that beganin 1999, and involvesthe cooperative efforts
and funding of many partners, including the City, U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service, Thunderbird
Heights Homeowners Association, Thunderbird Cove Homeowners Association,
Thunderbird Villas Homeowners Association, several private citizens, the Rancho Mirage
Restaurant Association, Bighorn Institute, Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and the
Board.

Previous Board actions in the immediate area have involved acquisition and management of
sengtivewildlife habitat at the DFG’ s 1280+ acre M agnesia Springs Ecol ogical Reserve and
the 103,800+ acre SantaRosaWildlife Area. These acquisitions protect substantial amounts
of habitat in the range of the subject population of Peninsular bighorn sheep.

In the mid-1970's the Santa Rosa Mountain area supported approximately 500 bighorn,
considered to be one of the largest populations of bighorn sheep in the State of California.
At that time, it was believed that the northern Santa Rosa Mountain area behind Rancho
Mirage supported over 100 sheep. In the mid-1990's the northern Santa Rosa Mountain
sheep population had fallen to arecord low of 21 adults. By 1997, the federa government
declared the Peninsular bighorn sheep an endangered species. The Bighorn Institute has
stated that the“recovery of bighornin the northern SantaRosa Mountainswould be greatly
enhanced if we could diminate bighorn/urban interactions.” The sheep living near the
urbanized areas of Rancho Mirage areexposedto many hazards, including traffic on Highway
111, swimming pools and landscaped areas containing toxic plants. The sheep frequently
forageinthe urbanized areasand onmorethantwenty occasons snce January 2001, Bighorn
I nstitutebiol ogigswerecalled out to the Thunderbird areato movebighorn sheep away from
Highway 111.

The entire bighorn fence project will extend approximately 28,520 linear feet, or 5.4 miles,
and will stand eight feet high. Gates will be installed for maintenance purposes at regular
intervals aong the 5.4 mileroute. The Board'sgrant will be applied to the fourth and final
section of the fence project, which will extend for approximatey 6,900 linear feet. The City
will manage the construction of the project, with the fourth phase to be completed in
goproximately 18 months, or by fall of 2003. The City will also be respongble for
maintenance and inspections of the fence for a twenty-five year period.

The City has been very successful in obtaining funding for this project, with assstance from
avariety of sourcesasmentioned above. Other contributionsfor the fourth phase come from
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the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service' slocally collected mitigation fees and from the Service's
national Habitat Conservation Planning Assistance Grant Program (Section 6).

Cost estimates for this project have been reviewed by gaff, and are as follows:

Description Estimated Cost
Phase | Fence (3,100 ft) $90,000.00
Phase Il Fence (6,250 ft) 257,500.00
Phase Il1aFence (7,000 ft) 287,500.00
Phase I11b Fence (5,000 ft) 207,000.00
Phase IV Fence (6,900 ft) 300,000.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $1.142,000.00

Proposed Funding Breakdown:

Wildlife Conservation Board (Phase 1V) $100,000.00
City of Rancho Mirage (Phases|, I, I11a& Il1b) 519,000.00

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Phase V) 100,000.00
Section 6 Grant (PhaselV) 100,000.00
Thunderbird Heights Homeowners' Association 187,000.00

(Phasellla& 111b)

Thunderbird Cove HOA (Phase 11) 38,000.00
Thunderbird Villas HOA (Phase I 11 b) 33,000.00
Private Citizens (Phase 1) 55,000.00
Rancho Mirage Restaurant Association (Phasell) 10,000.00
TOTALAVAILABLE FUNDING $1.142.,000.00

The Department of Fish and Game hasreviewed thisproposal and recommendsit for funding
by the Board. The City of Rancho Mirage has approved a Negative Declaration for this
project, in compliance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act.

Staff recommends that the Board approve this project as proposed; authorize staff to enter
into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplishthis project; dlocate $100,000.00 from
the Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal Protection Bond Fund,
Section 5096.350 (a)(5); and authorize staff and the Department of Fsh and Game to
proceed substantidly as planned.

*11. Wetlands and Wildlife Care Center, Orange County $600,000.00
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Thisisaproposa to consder the alocation of agrant to the Huntington Beach Wetlands
Conservancy (HBWC) for acooperative project to construct and equip asngle-story, 3,500
squarefoot WildlifeEducationand CareBuilding at theHBWC’ sWetlandsand WildlifeCare
Center of Orange County in the City of Huntington Beach.

The Wetlands and Wildlife Care Center (Care Center) sits on two acres in the City of
Huntington Beach in Orange County at the intersection of Newland Street and the Pacific
Coast Highway. The Care Center is part of the state-wide Oiled Wildlife Care Network and
is on call 24 hours a day to respond to and care for oiled wildlife. Momentum for the
creation of the Care Center was initiated in 1990 after the “American Trader” oil spill at
Huntington Beach mobilized concerned citizens who wanted to be better prepared for any
future spills. The Care Center iscapable of handling over 400 oiled animds at one time, and
while oiled wildlife is the main focus of the Center, the facility is open seven days aweek to
attend to other sick, injured or orphaned wildlife as well. Existing facilities on site consist
of a 2,150 sgquare foot oiled wildlife cleaning building with animal washing gations, a
treatment area, caging, food preparation and storage areas. |n addition, the Center has5,000
square feet of outdoor anima enclosures and a temporary office building. Two paid staff
membersoverseeveterinarians and 30-40 other volunteerscontributing to anearly 75 percent
release rate for the animals cared for at the Center.

In 1995, the Department of Fish and Game's Office of Spill Prevention and Response
(OSPR) provided a grant to the HBWC to design, construct and equip this oiled wildlife
rescue and rehabilitation facility, and provide for its operation. The Care Center began
operation in 1998. Aspart of the grant agreement, OSPR has access to and use of the Care
Center facilities and personnel for response services during oil spills through the year 2025.
Services provided by the Care Center during an oil spill can include medical care and
accommodations for up to 400 marine birds, wildlife monitoring, rescue, sample collection
and transportation. Care Center supervisory staff are further required to attend an annual
training session relative to wildlife rescue and rehabilitation approved by OSPR.

The proposed project involves congruction of a Wildlife Education and Care Building with
aclassroom, avisitor information center and awildlifetreatment area. Thisnew fecility will
increase the Care Center’ s capecity and efficacy at rehabilitating wildlife, training vol unteers
and educating the public. Currently animals needing more complex care such as x-rays or
surgery must be transported off-site to a veterinary hospital for these procedures.
Furthermore, nearly all the Care Center’ s functions, including volunteer training, now occur
inabuilding originally intended and designed only for the treatment of oiled birds. As such,
thereisno air conditioning, heat or restroomsin this building. The new building will provide
facilities for education and training separate from the treatment area.

Total cost estimates for this project, which have been reviewed by gaff, are as follows:
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*12.

Description Estimated Cost
Architectural Plans and Specs. $39,500.00
Permits 5,500.00
Building 385,000.00
Equipment (Hospitd) 50,922.00
Equipment (Classroom) 11,350.00
Equipment (Miscellaneous) 4,728.00
Project Management 60,000.00
Contingencies 43,000.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $600.000.00

The City of Huntington Beach hasfiled aNotice of Determination for aNegative Declaration
onthe project incompliancewiththe California Environmenta Quality Act. The HBWCwill
obtain dl necessary permits and manage the construction contract. In addition, the HBWC
will be responsible for the long-term operation and maintenance of the completed
improvements.

Saff recommends that the Board approve this project as proposed; alocate $600,000.00
from the General Fund for project cods; authorize staff to enter into the gppropriate
agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the Department of
Fish and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

Black Mountain Preserve, Fresho County $187,000.00

This proposal is to consder the alocation of a grant to the Sierra Foothill Conservancy
(Conservancy) to assist in its acquisition of 362.15+ acres of land as an expansion of the
Black Mountain Preserve to protect sendtive plant and wildlife species habitat and maintain
exigingwildlifecorridors. Thesubject property islocated approximeately five miles southeast
of the community of Prather and fifteen miles northeast of the City of Clovis in Fresno
County.

The proposed acquisition is contiguous with and will become part of the existing Black
Mountain Preserve, a 695+ acre site owned and protected through a conservation easement
held by the Conservancy. The Conservancy has an option to purchase the subject property
aong with two additional parcels currently being reviewed by the Wildlife Conservation
Board, which, if purchased, would substantially increase the area of contiguous habitat
protection.

The north and northeast dopes of Black Mountain, including much of the proposed
acquisition, are within the Millerton Lake watershed. The Millerton Area Watershed
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Codition (MAWC) is a regiond patnership anong the Department of Fish and Game
(DFG), Department of Parks and Recreation, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Bureau of
Land Management, private landowners and the Conservancy. The MAWC was formed to
planandimplement natura resour ce assessment and protectionin the Millerton Lakevicinity.
The Conservancy owns and manages 3,000 acres within the Millerton Lake watershed that
is contiguous with DFG land on Big Table Mountain. Black Mountain is 6+ miles from
publicly held lands adjacent to Millerton Lake and both areas share many senstive wildlife
Species.

The Black Mountain area is unique in having the largest population of tree-anemone on
privateland. The proposed acquisition would significantly augment protection of the Black
Mountan tree-anemone population, a Significant Natural Area, by substantialy increasing
the number of acres of this particular species under conservation ownership. The site a0
supports numerous specid status wildlife species including golden eagle, merlin, prarie
falcon, Cooper’ shawk, sharp-shinned hawk, northern harrier, Vaux’ s swift, yellow warbler,
western magtiff bat and mountain lion. Further, the occurrence of band-tailed pigeons,
Californiaquail and wild turkeysprovidethe possibility of expanding opportunitiesunder the
DFG s Game Bird Heritage Program.

The Conservancy is ideally suited to assure the protection of the Black Mountain Preserve
into the long-term future as well as to manage the land well through the years. The
Conservancy isdevoted to land/habitat preservation and hasagreat deal of experienceinthe
management of adjacent properties and other smilar properties in the vicinity. This
experience has helped the Conservancy develop appropriate techniques for the protection of
native speciesand the control and diminution of invasivespecies. The Conservancy ownsand
manages approximately 4,300x acres of land at this elevation with smilar vegetation and
topography. It holds conservation easements on another 2,000+ acres. Although therewill
be no future management costs or commitments of DFG personnel time, the DFG will have
the opportunity to conduct upland game bird hunts on the Preserve, the generd public will
have accessto the property through the Conservancy’ sinterpretive programs, many sensitive
wildlife specieswill be benefitted, and a critically important population of a state threatened
plant species (the tree-anemone) will receive greater protection.

The property to be purchased hasbeen appraised at $364,000.00, an amount approved by the
Department of Generd Services. Staff proposes the Board make a grant in the amount of
$182,000.00, to be combined with funds provided by the Conservancy, to complete the
purchase of the property. It is estimated that an additional $5,000.00 will be needed for
adminigrative expenses, including Department of General Services' review costs, bringing
the total recommended allocation for the proposal to $187,000.00. The project is exempt
from CEQA under Class 13 of Categorical Exemptions asan acquisition of land for wildlife
conservation purposes and the appropriate notice will be filed upon approval by the Board.

Staff recommendsthe Board approve the award of agrant to the Sierra Foothill Conservancy
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*13.

to be applied toward its acquisition of 362.15+ acres, as proposed; allocate a total of
$187,000.00 for the grant amount and project related expenses from the Safe Neighborhood
Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coagtal Protection Bond Fund (Prop.12), Section(a)(3);
authorize gaff to enter into appropriate agreementsto accomplishthis project; and authorize
staff and the Department of Fish and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

L os Osos Dunes and Wetland Conservation Area, $192,000.00
San L uis Obispo County

This proposal is to condder the allocation of agrant to The Bay Foundation to assist in a
cooperatively funded project withtheU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service (USFWS), the California
State Resources Agency, State Coastal Conservancy, Department of Parks and Recreation
(DPR), Department of Trangportation, Morro Estuary Greenbelt Alliance (MEGA) the
Morro Bay National Estuary Program and the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) to
acquire 17.81+ acres of private land, located in the community of Los Osos, in San Luis
Ohispo County for protection of threatened and endangered species habitat.

Over the pas several years, the Partners for the Conservation of the Los Osos Coastal
Dunes, represented by federal, stateand local government agencies, non-profit organizations
and local landowners, facilitated and led by MEGA, met and through consensus developed
the "Baywood and Los Osos Conservation Plan" (January 1999). This was later
supplemented in August 2001 by the "Los Osos Coastd Dunes Conservation Plan,”
collectively referred to asthe Plan, that addresses the preservation of remaining coastal dune
and wetland habitat in the Los Osos area. The Plan identifies parcels for acquisition from
willing sellersfor establishment of habitat and greenbelt corridors. The DFG hasprovided its
support and endorsement of the Plan.

The main habitat corridor specified in the Plan begins at the Morro Bay State Park located
on the northeast side of Morro Bay and runs south adong L os Osos Creek to the Los Osos
State Preserve, then headswest toward the coast connecting with the Montana De Oro State
Park. Within this corridor are a number of recent acquisitions. Of note are the Elfin Forest
Preserve (30 acres), the Powell | property (15+ acres), the Morro Bay Dunes (AKA the
Powell |1 property), presented to the WCB on November 28, 2001 for approval of a grant
to DPR (40+ acres), the Bayview Ecological Preserve, approved for purchase by the WCB
August 10, 2001 (205+ acres), and the DFG Morro Dunes Ecological Reserve (50+ acres),
abutting the Montana De Oro State Park.

In addition to the corridor, the Plan identifies a number of properties along the shore of

Morro Bay, abutting DFG's Morro Bay Wildlife Area and lying between Morro Bay State
Park and Montana De Oro State Park. Recent acquisitions include the Sweet Springs
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Preserve (26+ acres). The subject property islocated within this area of the Plan.

The types of habitats found within the Plan area include coasta dune scrub, maritime
chaparrd, riparian, floodplain and fresh and saltwater wetland areas. These areasare home
to an aray of gate and federdly listed plant and animal species, including the Morro
shoulderband snail, Morro Bay kangaroo rat, Cdifornia red-legged frog, Morro blue
butterfly, black legless lizard, Perigrin falcon, Sorarail, steelhead trout, California seablite,
Morro manzanita, sdt marsh bird's beak and I ndian Knob mountain balm. Additionally, the
USFWS has prepared a recovery plan for the Morro shoulderband snail, designating al
existing dune habitat around L os Osos as critical to the surviva of the species.

The subject property islocated al ong the shore of Morro Bay, abutting the DFG'sMorro Bay
Wildlife Area on the north and the Montana De Oro State Park on the west. It has been
designated a high priority parcel by DFG in aletter of support provided to the WCB. The
property contains coastal dune scrub and wetland areas. In addition to important habitat
values, the property has noted scenic values, with the bluffs providing aview looking north
over Morro Bay. The property also has paved public access and can provide public access
linksto both the Morro Bay Wildlife Area and the Montana De Oro State Park.

The threat of development to the property isrea and present. The property’scurrent zoning
allowsfor residential development. This, combined with its paved access and scenic values,
makesit a prime candidate for future development. Surrounding usesinclude a golf course
and resdentiad development.

The fair market value of the property, as approved by the Department of General Services,
is $1,850,000.00. The Bay Foundation has an agreement with the owner to purchase the
property for $1,700,000.00, with the owner donating $150,000.00 in land value toward the
purchase price. The Wildlife Conservation Board's contribution to the purchase price would
be $190,000.00. An additional $2,000.00 is requested for administrative costs, bringing the
total allocation to $192,000.00. The remaining $1,660,000.00 will be funded through a
combination of grants and contributions from other sources. The breakdown of the funding
sources is as follows:

Wildlife Conservation Board $190,000.00
Coastal Wetland Conservation Program (USFWS) 550,000.00
State Coastal Conservancy (Habitat Conservation Fund) 185,000.00
Caltrans EEMP 425,000.00
Morro Bay National Estuary Program 250,000.00
Coasta Resources Grant 100,000.00
Donation (property owner) 150,000.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDING $1,850,000.00
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*14.

The terms and condition of the proposed grant provide that staff review and gpprove all
documents pertaining to the Grantee'sacquisition, including any appraisds, preiminary title
reports, agreements for purchase and sde, escrow indructions and the insruments of
conveyance prior to disbursement of funds.

Staff recommends the Board gpprove the award of the grant as proposed; allocae
$192,000.00 from the Safe Neighborhood, Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal and
Protection Bond Act (Prop. 12) Section 5096.350 (@) (5), to cover the grant amount and to
pay for project expenses; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements to accomplish
this project; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Game to proceed
substantially as planned.

Wetland Habitat Restoration, North Grasslands (Lone Tree Ranch), $40,000.00
M erced County

This proposal isto consider the dlocation of agrant to the Cdifornia Waterfow! Association
(CWA) for acooperative project to enhance approximately 215 acres of seasonal wetlands.
The partnersin this proposal include the CWA, the landowner and the Board. The project
islocated on private |and approximately three miles east of the City of Gustine and adjacent
to the Keserson National Wildlife Refuge. The Department of Fish and Game’s North
Grasdands Wildlife Area is approximately two miles north of the subject property.

The North Grassands is a unique area in Californiain that it consists of large contiguous
tracts of public and privately-owned lands, all of which are managed to provide wildlife
benefits. Thisarea is epecidly critical in winter when millions of migrating waterfowl and
shorebirds fly to California from northern breeding areas to these remnant wetlands. The
Central Vdley Habitat Joint Venture’'s (CVHJI) Implementation Plan calls for the
enhancement of nearly 300,000 acres of waterfowl wetland habitats on public and private
lands. Thisproject will assig the Joint Venturein ataning that god.

The property has been managed for decades to provide high qudity wetlands. Over the
years, channels have become choked with vegetation and drainage of the area has become
moredifficult. Without proper drainage, the problemshaveworsened and now largeportions
of the area are monocultures of undesrable weeds that provide little or no wildlife benefit.
In addition, existing structures are not functioning properly and arein need of replacement.
The project includes construction of swales and levee improvements to provide habitat
diversity in areas that currently are rarely used by waterfowl or other wetland dependent
species. New gructures will also be indalled to ddiver water more efficiently to an
additional 154 acres of existing wetlandsto improve the management capabilities of the area.
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Cost estimates for this project, which have been reviewed by saff, are as follows:

Description Estimated Cost
Site preparation and earthmoving $20,610.00
Water control gructures 19,010.00
Grantee project design and management 7,000.00
Contingencies 3,640.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $50.260.00

Proposed Funding Breakdown:

Wildlife Conservation Board $40,000.00
Landowner (Cash) 10,260.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDING $50,260.00

*15.

The Department of Fish Game has reviewed this proposal and recommendsit for funding by
the Board. This project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15304, as a minor alteraion
of land to benefit wildlife and anotice of exemption will befiled upon Board approval. The
landowner has agreed to manage and maintain the property for twenty-five years, pursuant
to the terms and conditions of the Habitat Management Plan of the Grant Agreement. If at
any timeduring the life of the project, the landownersare unable to manage and maintain the
project improvements, they will refund to the State of Caifornia an amortized amount of
funds based on the number of years left on the project life.

Saff recommendsthe Board approve this project asproposed; allocate $40,000.00 from the
Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (d); authorize steff to enter into appropriate
agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the Department of
Fish and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

San Bruno M ountain, Brisbane Acres, Expansion 1, San Mateo County $1,000.00

This proposal isto facilitate funding in the amount of $234,500.00 pursuant to acooperative
agreement between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the City of Brisbane
(City), for the City’ sacquisition of 7+ acreslocated on San Bruno Mountain. As proposed,
the Board will serve as the sate agency applicant for thefederal fundsand provide oversight
inthe City’s purchase.

The subject property consists of six lots located in various locations in the Brisbane Acres
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tract on San Bruno Mountain, which liesjust south of the city limits of San Francisco, along
the San Francisco Bay. Two of the lots are situated in the southeast portion of Brisbane
Acres below the main ridgeline. Three lots are located in the western portion of Brisbane
Acresin upper Costanos Canyon, adjacent to San Bruno Mountain County Park. The other
lot is situated in the central portion of Brisbane Acres near the city water tank and adjacent
to property previously acquired by the City.

The property to be acquired fals within the San Bruno Mountain Habitat Conservation Plan
(HCP). This Planwasthe nation’ sfirst habitat conservation plan. Brisbane Acresis a 154-
acreareawithin the HCP and congstsof over 100 single parcels of land owned by numerous
individuals. Severd of these parcels support habitat for the mission blue and callippe
silverspot butterflies and have been identified by the Department of Fish and Game (DFG)
and the City asimportant for protection. Upon the City's purchase of the subject property,
the City will assume full management responsibility.

The appraised fair market value of the subject property, as approved by the Department of
General Services and accepted by the USFWS, is $390,000.00. The City has entered into an
agreement with the property owners to acquire the subject property at the sales price of
$350,000.00. Pursuant to the cooperative agreement, the USFWS will contribute
$234,500.00 towards the purchase of the property, and the City will provide the baance of
$115,500.00. The WCB will alocate $1,000.00 for miscellaneous administrative expenses.
The terms and conditions of the proposed cooperative agreement provide that staff will
review for approval the gppraisas and al proposed title and transfer documents prior to
disbursement of funds directly into escrow.

Staff recommends that the Board accept the $234,500.00 grant from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service for depost directly into the City’s escrow account for the purchase of the
subject property, asproposed; allocate $1,000.00 fromthe General Fund for related project
expenses, authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements as necessary to accomplishthis
project, and authorize staff of the Department of Fish and Game to proceed substantially as
planned.

Wetland Habitat Restoration (Wallace Ranch), Yolo County $50,000.00

This proposal isto consider theallocation of agrant to the California Waterfow! Association
(CWA) for a cooperative project to restore approximately 221 acres of seasona wetlands,
15 acres of brood ponds, 100 acres of uplands and 30 acresof riparian habitat. The partners
inthisproposal include the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, the CWA, the landowner and the Wildlife Conservation Board
(WCB). The project is located approximately three miles east of the City of Dunnigan on
privately owned land.
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The site was recently enrolled inthe NRCS Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) and protected
with a perpetual federal conservation easement. The WRP is avoluntary program offering
landownersthe opportunity to protect, restore and enhance wetlandson their property. The
NRCS provides technical and financid support to help landowners with their wetland
regoration efforts. Typically, these lands are marginal farmland, often areas that regularly
flood. The WCB and NRCS have a long and cooperative history together. These
partnerships have protected and restored thousands of acres in the Central Valley and
throughout California. Wallace Ranch is a prime example of this cooperation, with the
NRCS providing funds for its long-term protection and the WCB working with the
landowner to restore the wetlands.

The project sStehas been farmed for rice for many yearsand islocated adjacent to Ridge Cut
Slough. This north-south oriented channel is in the southern end of the Colusa Basin, and
provides drainage when the Basin is flooded. As such, this property is often under water,
resulting in farmland that isconsdered margind at best. This same flood regime, however,
provides a unique opportunity to provide extremely valuable wetland and riparian habitat.
Ridge Cut Slough & this location already supports mature riparian habitat, but these forests
arequitenarrow, asthefieldsadjacent totheriparian forest wereleveled to producerice and
other grains.

The proposed project will convert approximately 366 acres of rice and other cropland to 221
acres of seasona wetlands, 15 acres of brood ponds, 100 acres of uplands, and 30 acres of
riparian habitat. Levees will be constructed by excavating swaes and potholes, which will
provide habitat diversity. Two upland areas will be planted with native perennial grasses to
provide nesting cover for malards, pheasantsand other ground nesting birds. Finally, astrip
of land adjacent to Ridge Cut Slough approximately 100 feet wide will be encouraged to
returnto riparian habitat by utilizing flood control and irrigation methods, essentialy tripling
the amount of existing habitat on the property.

These habitat improvements should provide for a broad range of wildlife pecies. Mixtures
of riparian, open shallow water, permanent marsh and seasonal wetlands will provide ideal
habitat for many species of waterfowl, including mallards and American widgeon. The
surrounding rice lands, when flooded in the winter, provide foraging habitat for many
thousands of waterfowl, and this project will provide additiona food and refuge for these
birds. Shorebirds, such as greater yellowlegs and long-billed dowitchers, will benefit from
the shallow water and mudflats created by the project. Riparian dependent species that will
benefit from such a project include yellow-breasted chats, black headed grosbeaks and
ringtailed cats.
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Cost estimates for this project, which have been reviewed by saff, are as follows:

Description Estimated Cost
Site preparation and earthmoving $103,447.00
Water control sructures 13,000.00
Tule plantings 6,000.00
Native grasdand establishment 48,450.00
Project sign 500.00
Grantee project design and management 21,500.00
Contingency 12,855.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $205,752.00
Proposed Funding Breskdown:

Wildlife Conservation Board $50,000.00
Natural Resources Conservation Service 82,903.00
U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service 30,000.00
Landowner 42,849.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDING $205,752.00

*17.

The Department of Fish Game (DFG) has reviewed this proposal and recommends it for
funding by the Board. This project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15304, asitisa
minor alteration of land for the benefit of wildlife. A notice of exemption will befiled upon
approval by the Board. The landowner has agreed to manage and maintain the property for
twenty-five years, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Habitat Management Plan of
the Grant Agreement. T he management plan was developed by the DFG and their personnel
will monitor the project and provide technical assistance. If at any time during thelife of the
project, the landowners are unable to manage and maintain the project improvements, they
will refund to the State of California an amortized amount of funds based on the number of
years left on the project life.

Saff recommendsthat theBoard approvethis project asproposed; allocate $50,000.00 from
the Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (d), for project cogs; authorize steff to enter
into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplishthis project; and authorize staff and the
Department of Fsh and Game to proceed substantialy as planned.

Clarksburg Public Access Improvements, Y olo County $158,270.00

Thisis aproposal to consider a cooperative project with the County of Y olo (County) to
improve the existing Clarksburg Public Access area located on Department of Fish and
Game-owned land on the west side of the Sacramento River approximately five miles south
of the City of Clarksburg. Planned improvementsinclude upgrading the existing boat ramp,
resurfacing the parking lot, bank stabilization, riparian tree planting and the ingallation of
bollard fencing and a portable barrier-free restroom.
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The Sacramento River supports awide array of sportfisheries including salmon, sturgeon,
bassand catfish. Anglersof al agesand ahilitiesflock to thisarea to bank fish, boat fish, and
otherwise enjoy the myriad of outdoor sporting opportunities here.  The California
Department of Parks and Recreation prepared a Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Recreation
Survey in 1997, which incduded the Sacramento River below Sacramento. That report
identified a need for more public access facilities on the Sacramento River and
Sacramento/San Joaguin Ddta. As areault of this shortage of public access sites, existing
facilitieslike Clarksburg Public Access, are getting heavy use and need to be maintained for
optimum functionality and safety. Yolo County hasreported an estimated 23,000 user days
on the site in 2000. The nearest site providing public angling and boating access to the
Sacramento River isapproximately 10 miles upstream at Garcia Bend Park.

The Clarksburg Public Access site was purchased and developed with fundsalocated by the
Wildlife Conservation Board (Board) in 1957 to provide fishing and boating accessto the
Sacramento River. This four-acre parcel on the water side of the levee was improved with
a boat ramp, a gravel parking area and two portable restrooms. At that time, the County
agreed to operate and maintain the site pursuant to aCooperative Agreement with the state
that expiresin 2003. 1n 1981 the Board dlocated funding for improvements to the parking
area, which included grading, paving and griping. The access roadsfrom the highway were
also reconstructed, and barriers and curbs were installed to keep vehicles off of unsurfaced
aress.

Currently, the forty-three year-old access area is showing obvious signs of age and deep
depodgts of st on the ramp make boat launches difficult during low water situations.
Vehicles are forced to drive on the muddy substrate well into the river in order to reach
aufficiently deep water in which to launch. The proposed project will widen, eevate, and
extend the exigting single-lane boat ramp, which should make it less susceptible to siltation
and will enable boatersto access deeper water when launching. The 20 year old parking lot
at the siteisin need of repair with numerous potholes, cracks and faded striping making it
lessthan amenable to users. The origind portablerestroomswere removed sometime ago,
upon exceeding their useful life. Two new portable restrooms will be installed and rip rap
will be placed along the bank to stabilize two eroding areas that threaten the parking lot. In
addition, riparian trees of valley oak and cottonwood will be planted and bollard fencing will
be ingalled to keep vehicles awvay from the bank. The County has agreed to extend the
operation and maintenance agreement for twenty-five years and is also contributing one
portable restroom and four picnic tables for the ste.

Cost egimates for this proposd, which have been developed by the County and reviewed
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by steff, are as follows:

Description WCB County TOTAL
Engineering and Design $21,000.00 $21,000.00
Mobhilization 2,000.00 2,000.00
Excavation 9,000.00 9,000.00
Boat ramp 36,000.00 36,000.00
Aggregate Base 5,400.00 5,400.00
Rip-rap 4,800.00 4,800.00
Asphalt Overlay (includes striping) 37,500.00 37,500.00
Portable Restrooms 2,000.00 $2,000.00 4,000.00
Bollard Fencing 10,000.00 10,000.00
Riparian Tree planting 1,800.00 1,800.00
Picnic Tables (4) and sign 500.00  1,200.00 1,700.00
Construction Engineering and I nspection 14,000.00 14,000.00
Contingencies 14,000.00 14,000.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $158,000.00 $3.200.00 $161,200.00

Proposed Funding Breakdown:

Wildlife Conservation Board $158,000.00

County of Yolo $3,200.00

TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDING $161.200.00

The County will obtain dl necessary permits and complete the appropriate environmental
document pursuant to the requirements of Cdifornia Environmental Quality Act.

Staff recommendsthat the Board approvethisproject asproposed; allocate $100,000.00 from
the Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund and $58,270.00 from the General Fund for
project costs and Genera Services review cods; authorize staff to enter into appropriate
agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the Department of
Fish and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

*18. Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area, Expansion 10, Y uba County $610,000.00
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This proposal isto consider the acquisition of 223.31+ acres of privately-owned land as an
addition to the Department of Fish and Game’s Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area (previously
known as Collins Lake Wildlife Area) for the protection of deer winter range, bald eagle
winter range and mountain lion and upland game habitat. The subject property is located
goproximately 18 miles northeast of Marysville and 4 miles east of the town of Browns
Valley. It isaccessble from Scott Forbes Road.

In eight previous Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) meetings between 1989 and 2001, the
WCB approved the acquisition of atota of 7,769+ acres in both fee and easement for the
wildlife area. If approved, the acquisition of this property will enhance wildlife habitat
protection while increasing opportunities for public recreation.

Deer herd composition counts have been conducted on the adjacent wildlife area whereit is
common to count more than 150 deer in a two-hour evening count. The natura plant
communities found on the property can be described as a mixture of montane manzanita
chaparral and blueoak woodlands, with buckbrush being the dominant shrub species, onethat
is heavily browsed by deer. Redbud, coffeeberry and manzanitaare also commonly found in
the area. This mixture of plant cover provides excellent habitat for wild turkey, Cdifornia
valley quail, band-tailed pigeon, mourning dove, various species of rabbit and numerous non-
game species. Hunting, as well as nonconsumptive uses, are consstent with the current
wildlife area management plan. Management of the property would be undertaken by the
Department of Fishand Gameasapart of theexisting wildlifeareaat minimal additional cog.
The mgority of the subject parcel isbounded on the north, east and south by property owned
by the University of California, which uses its property for scientific research.

The owner has agreed to sell the property to the state for its approved appraised value of
$600,000.00. In addition to the $600,000.00 purchase price, an estimated $10,000.00 will
be needed for escrow and title fees, Department of General Services' fees and other related
real estate costs.

Theacquisition isexempt fromthe CaliforniaEnvironmental Quality Act under Section 15313
as an acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes and a Notice of Exemption will
be filed upon WCB approval.

Staff recommends that the Board approve thisproject as proposed; allocate $610,000.00to
cover the purchase price, appraisd, title and escrow costs, and General Services' cods, from
the Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (a); authorize staff to enter into the appropriate
agreements necessary to completethisproject; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish
and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

L ake Tahoe Public Access (Parking Lot), Placer County $484,135.00

Thisproposd isto congder acooperativeproject with the Tahoe City Public Utilities District
(TCPUD) and the Department of Fish and Game (Department) for the reconstruction of the
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parking lot and theinstallation of lighting, landscaping, signs, water quality improvementsand
other amenities a the Lake Tahoe Public Access fecility. The project is located on
Department-owned property & Lake Tahoe, gpproximatey one mile east of Tahoe City.

This public accesswasfirst developed with Board funding in 1961, with the construction of
a 36-foot wide concrete boat ramp, an adjacent pier, a parking area, restroom and access
road. The access area is operated and maintained by the TCPUD under an existing
cooperative agreement with the Board that expires on January 1, 2018. The access area has
been a very popular destination for the boating public, and by the early 1990's much of the
facility was in need of repair or replacement. In 1994 and 2001, the Board provided funds
for the replacement of the exising pier with a pier/wave attenuation structure and the
construction of boarding floats, shoreline protection, pier lighting and landscaping. Work
began on the improvements in 2001 and, with the removal of the existing pier and the
construction of boarding floats, were completed in the spring of 2001. The congruction of
the pier/wave attenuation structure and shordine protection is currently under construction
and nearly complete.

The proposed project will reconstruct the existing parking lot, which is badly deteriorated.
In addition, lighting will be installed and drainage will be upgraded to more effectively move
water off the Ste and to protect the water qudity inthe lake. Further improvementsinclude
the construction of informationd panels and a new entrance kiosk, aswell asingallation of
landscaping and an irrigation system.

Cost estimates for this project, which have been reviewed by gaff, are as follows:

Description Estimated Cost
M obilization $17,000.00
Site preparation 8,000.00
Parking lot base 93,000.00
Asphalt concrete 80,600.00
Lighting 30,000.00
Drainage 75,165.00
L andscaping and irrigation 18,000.00
Signage and striping 8,000.00
Utility trenching 18,000.00
Miscellaneous 16,000.00
Engineering, design and management 75,800.00
Contingency 44,435.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $484.,000.00

In addition to the costs liged above, an additional $135.00 will be required for Department
of General Services' review costs, bringing the allocation necessary for the Board' s portion
of the project to $484,135.00. Staff has applied for a reimbursement grant from the Federal
Sport Fish Redoration Act program and, if approved, will provide the Board with a
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75 percent reimbursement of all project costs.

The Department of Fish Game has reviewed this proposa and recommendsit for funding by
theBoard. A Negative Declaration hasbeen prepared, circulated and filed for thisproject and
al permits have been obtained. The TCPUD hasagreed to manage and maintain the property
for twenty-five years, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Operating Agreement.

Staff recommends that the Board authorize the receipt of federd reimbursements from The
Sport Fish Restoration Fund; approve this project as proposed; allocate $484,135.00 from
the General Fund; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to
accomplishthis project; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Game to proceed
substantially as planned.

Thomes Creek Ecologica Reserve, Expansion 1, Tehama County $23,000.00

This proposal is to consder the acquisition of 7.5+ acres of privately-owned land as an
expangon of the Department of Fish and Game's (DFG) Thomes Creek Ecological Reserve
(TCER) to improve and provide year round public access. The subject property is located
adjacent to the Reserve's westerly boundary, located in centrd Tehama County,
agoproximately 5 miles northwest of the town of Corning. The TCER may be accessed from
Interstate 5 (1-5) at the Gyle Road exit.

The primary purpose of the acquisition is to provide public year-round access to TCER
without the disturbance of the verna pool plant community and the sensitive plants and
animas which occur there. The proposed acquisition would aso dlow for the development
of observation areas, public access and off-site parking.

The TCER was acquired by Pacific Gas Transmission-Pacific Gas and Electric Company
(PGT-PG&E) and tranderred to the DFG as a partial mitigation for vernal pool destruction
duringthe construction of PGT - PG& E'spipelineexpangon project. The DFGtook titleand
management responsibility for the property in February of 1995. The vernal pools contained
within the TCER support populations of wintering waterfowl and shore birds and may
support sensitive species such as western spadefoot and vernal pool fairy shrimp. Summer
conditions provide breeding and foraging habitat for other sensitive wildlife species such as
prairie falcons, black-shouldered kites, burrowing owls and American badger.

The grantor has agreed to sell the property for the approved appraised value of $17,500.00.
An additiona $5,500.00 isestimated to be needed for title and escrow costsand Department
of General Services appraisa review cods, bringing the totd allocation necessary for this
proposal to $23,000.00.

The proposed acquisition is exempt from CEQA under Class 13 of Categorica Exemptions

as an acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes and appropriate Notices of
Exemption will be filed upon Board approval of this project.
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Saff recommendsthat the Board approve this project as proposed; alocate $23,000.00 for
the acquisition and related administrative expenses from the Wildlife Restoration Fund
(1999/00 FY); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish
thisproject; and authorize staff and the Department of Fishand Gameto proceed substantialy
as planned.

Sacramento Vdley Refuge (Change in Scope), Glenn County $ -0

To consider a change in scope for a previously authorized Transportation Enhancement Act
(TEA) grant assignment to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), approved by the
Board at its May 18, 2001 meeting. The original proposal was to allow acceptance of grant
funds for placement directly into escrow to effect acquisition of 36+ acres of land by the
USFWS as an expansion to the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge. This proposal is to
expand authorizationtoincludeaccepting titleto and, immediatel y thereafter, transferring title
to the USFWS for the purposes of complying with federd requirements.

The 36+ acresof land are currently owned by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) who wishto
<ell the property to the USFWS. To help finance thistransaction, WCB on behalf of TNC and
the USFWS, applied and received gpproval for $111,000.00 in TEA grant funds. The fair
market vaue of the property, as approved by the Department of Generd Services, is
$125,000.00. TNC isdonating the remaining $14,000.00 asacondition of meeting the TEA
grant, non-government participation requirements. It wasintended that WCB would have the
TEA funds deposited into escrow and the property would be transferred directly from TNC
to the USFWS.

Subsequent to WCB approva May 18, 2001, the USFW S hasrequested the WCB first accept
title to the property and then donate the property to the USFWS, in order to comply with
federal requirements asthey relateto thistype of transaction and theapplication of TEA grant
funding.

Staff recommends the Board approve the change in scope alowing the sateto accept title
to the 36+ acre parce, and immediately transfer title of the property to the USFWS, as
proposed; and authorize aff to proceed subgtantially as planned.

Big River Conservation Area (Augmentation), Mendocino County $1,005,500.00

This proposd is to consder the dlocation of funds for the augmentation of a previously
approved Grant (approved August 30, 2001 as agendaltem 53) toassist theMendocino Land
Trust (MLT) in a cooperative project with the State Coastal Conservancy (SCC), Stae
Departments of Parks and Recreation (DPR), Forestry and FHre Protection (CDF) and Fish
and Game (DFG), the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) and other participants to acquire
7,337+ acres of land for fisheries and wildlife habitat protection and enhancement, and to
improve public access to the Big River estuary. The Big River Conservation Area lies
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roughly 130 miles north of San Francisco on the Pacific Coast near thetown of M endocino.
It adjoinsthe M endocino Headlands State Park near the mouth of Big River at State Highway
1.

Due in part to economic conditions, some public and private funding has not reached the
levels expected. Therefore, inorder to completethistransaction, the WCB andthe SCC were
asked to help by providing funds to augment previously gpproved grants. The SCC recently
approved an additional $2,000,000.00 augmentation to be applied to the remainder of the
purchase price. In addition to the previously approved $5,000,000.00 Generd Fund
Challenge Grant provided by the WCB, an additional $1,000,000.00 is being requested,
bringing WCB's funding participation in the project to $6,000,000.00.

Additional funding partnersfor the Big River Conservation Areaand their respective amounts
are asfollows:

The State Coagtal Conservancy (SCC) $7,000,000.00
Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) $6,000,000.00
Department of Parks And Recreation (DPR) $3,000,000.00
Department of Transportation (Cal-Trans) $1,000,000.00
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) $1,000,000.00
Nationd Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) $200,000.00
Save-the Redwoods L eague $1,000,000.00
Other Private Funds Committed $6,433,000.00
Tota of project fundsraised to date $25,633,000.00

Staff recommendsthe Board approve the all ocation of an additional $1,000,000.00 fromthe
Safe Neighborhood, Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal Protection Bond Act
(Proposition 12) Section 5096.350 (a)(5) for deposit to the Mendocino Land Trust'sescrow
for public purchase of the 7,337-acre Big River property, to be available for deposit if the
property isacquired for the price of $26,400,000.00 or less; dlocate $5,500.00 to cover the
administrative and related costs; authorize and staff and the Department to proceed
substantially as planned.

Humboldt Bay Wildlife Area, Jacoby Creek/Gannon Slough Unit, $463,000.00
Expansions 3 and 4, Humboldt County

This proposd isto consider the alocation of two separate grantsto the Jacoby Creek Land
Trust and the City of Arcatato assst in a cooperative project with the Department of Fish
and Game (DFG) for the purchase of a tota of 74+ acres of land, for the protection and
enhancement of riparian habitat within the Jacoby Creek drainage area, south of Arcatain
Humboldt County.

The primary purpose of these proposed grants is to protect and alow for the potentid
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regoration of the Jacoby Creek corridor and the various other small creeks that flow into
Jacoby Creek. Jacoby Creek is part of the larger Humboldt Bay ecosysem that provides
wetland habitat for fish, waterfowl, wading birds, shorebirds, passerine, raptors and other
water associated wildlife. The Jacoby Creek/Gannon Slough area propertiesare adjacent to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Humboldt Bay Wildlife Refuge and the southeast
boundary of the City of Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. The McDaniel Sough Unit
of theDFG'sHumboldt Bay Wildlife Areaisimmediately west of the Wildlife Sanctuary. The
Jacoby Creek Land Trust currently has approximately 30 acres of conservation easementsin
the area and holds fee title to approximately 60 acres of land along the Jacoby Creek. The
City of Arcata has a number of transactions in the vicinity that are pending.

Most of the lower Jacoby Creek area was origindly part of Humboldt Bay's extensve
intertidal salt marsh and mud flatsprior to the construction of the Northwestern Railroad line
adjacent to the bay and later State Highway 101. Construction of the railroad and highway,
as well as timber harves in the upper watershed and conversion of the riparian areas to
agricultural usesin the lower watershed, have all impacted Jacoby Creek. Instalation of tide
gates to stop saltwater intrusion on the land and other types of construction has degraded
habitat for fish and other aguatic organisms. Tidal restoration and freshwater wetland
enhancement in this area will benefit a variety of wildlife. In addition, restoration and
enhancement on Jacoby Creek and the other creeks should benefit listed and sensitive species
including thenorthernred-legged frog, thefoothill yellow-legged frog, coastal cutthroat trout,
coho salmon, steelhead and the tidewater goby. Some coastd cutthroat trout, pacific giant
salamander, Californiasender salamander and northernred-legged frog popul ationsstill exist
inthe area.

Management of the property will be assumed by the grant recipientsin cooperation with the
DFG. Management activitieswill include providing maintenance and protection of the species
of concern. Therefore, consistent with long-range planning purposes, saff of the Board
presents the following two grant proposals for the Board's consideration.

Humboldt Bay Wildlife Area, Jacoby Creek/Gannon $223,000.00
Sough Unit, Expansion 3

This is a proposal to condder a grant to the Jacoby Creek Land Trust to assst in its
acquisition of 25+ acres of land, located approximately 1.5 miles southeasterly of the Arcata
city limits. Thisproperty isgenerdly flat with agentle slope downwardto the south to Jacoby
Creek. Jacoby Creek formsthe southerly boundary of the subject property. There aretwo
proposed homesites located on this property. There are no improvements on the property,
with the exception of perimeter fencing. The owner has agreed to sell the property for the
approved appraised vaue of $215,000.00. The Jacoby Creek Land Trust will fund therelated
closing, escrow and titleinsurance costs. The proposed grant to the Jacoby Creek Land Trust
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would be for $215,000.00. An additional $8,000.00 would be needed for the appraisal and
Department of General Services appraisal review and related costs, for a tota of
$223,000.00.

Humboldt Bay Wildlife Area, Jacoby Creek/Gannon $240,000.00
Sough Unit Expansion 4

Thisis aproposal to consider agrant to the City of Arcatato assist in its acquisition of 49+
acres of land, located approximately .5 miles south of the downtown area of the City of
Arcata. Therearenoimprovementson the property, with the exception of perimeter fencing.
The property is generally flat with a gentle slope south and west toward Humboldt Bay.
Fickle Hill Creek and Campbell Creek flow through the subject property to Jacoby Creek.
The owner has agreed to sell the property for the approved appraised value of $235,000.00.
The City of Arcata will fund the related closing, escrow and title insurance costs. The
proposed grant to the City would bein the amount of $235,000.00. An additional $5,000.00
would be needed for the Department of General Services’ appraisd review and related costs
for atotal of $240,000.00.

The Department of Fish and Game has recommended the acquisition of these properties
through grant assistance. There are no claims of sovereign state land ownership over any of
the property. The terms and conditions of the proposed grant provide that staff review and
approve al documents pertaining to the Grantee's acquisition, including any appraisals,
preliminary title reports, agreements for purchase and sale, escrow instructions and the
instruments of conveyance prior to disbursement of funds.

Staff recommends that the Board approve the grants for the acquisition of the subject
propertiesas proposed; allocate atotal of $463,000.00 from the Habitat Conservation Fund,
Section 2786 (b/c); to cover the grants and related project costs; authorize staff to enter
appropriate agreements necessary to carry out this project; and authorize the Department of
Fish and Game to proceed substantialy as planned.

L ake Earl Wildlife Area, Expansions 24, 25 and 26, Del Norte County $521,500.00

Thisproposal isto consider the acquisition of three separate private ownershipstotaling 55+
acresof land, including the resdential and out buildings located thereon as an expanson of
the Department of Fishand Game's (DFG) L akeEarl Wildlife Area(LEWA). The acquisition
will allow for the further protection of Lake Earl and its associated coastal dune, wetland,
upland and forest habitats, the continued devdlopment of thewildlife area, the protection and
enhancement of threatened and endangered species habitat and the improvement of public
access to the LEWA. The subject parcels are located north of Crescent City, wes of Lake
Earl Drive and adjacent to LEWA's southeastern boundary line. The properties can be
accessed via Lake Earl Drive.
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The Lake Earl Wildlife Area was acquired as aresult of the Keene-Nedgedly Act of 1975,
which directed the DFG and the California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to
jointly evaluate and acquire certain specified coasta lands for the purpose of protecting,
enhancing and managing wetlands. Together the two agencies have acquired over
11,000 acresin the Crescent City area, extending from near Point Saint George north to the
Smith River. Of the total, approximately 5,600 acres have been purchased by the Wildlife
Conservation Board (WCB) and are managed by the DFG. This includes all of Lakes Earl
and Talawa (under lease from the Cdifornia State Lands Commission). These lakes are
actually coastal lagoons that periodically breach the barrier idand, thereby alowing the
interchange of fresh and saltwater. This natural breaching has been replaced in recent times
by artificid breaching as a means of lowering water elevations and increasing lands available
for livesock grazing and urban development.

Lake Earl is a shallow estuarine lagoon which supports a variety of wetland plant
communities, including submerged acquatics in deeper, relatively freshwater areas of the
estuary. Freshwater aquatic plants are used extensvely by migrating waterfowl. These
wetland communities provide habitat for alarge number of water-associated species. Sitka
spruce grows to the edge of the lake shore and are used by both peregrine facon and bald
eagle. The nonnative perennial grassesare managed onthe LEWA asforaging habitat for the
Aluetian Canada goose. Over 95 percent of the Aluetian Canada goose population sages in
theagricultural fiddson or adjacent to LEWA. Over 240 speciesof birds have been recorded
in the area since 1982. Hidorically, the Lake Earl complex has been an important northern
Cdlifornia wintering, sopover and nesting area for migratory shorebirds and waterfowl.
Therearethreefederally or statelisted endangered birds sighted onthe LEWA, including bald
eagle, Peregrine falcon and the California brown pelican.

The acquisition of the subject properties would assist in securing these unique resources,
which lie adjacent to or between exiging gate lands and urban residential development.
Placement of these properties in public ownership will facilitate lake level management,
habitat protection and restoration and would add significant buffer for the LEWA. The
Department has identified the subject properties as being within a Significant Natural Area
(Lake Earl) and has recommended the purchase of these parcels, which would be
incorporated into and managed as part of the existing LEWA.

The three proposed projects are more specifically described as follows:

Lake Earl Wildlife Area, Expansion 24 $131,500.00

This proposal is to congder the acquisition of 19.46+ acres of agricultural ground. The
property is improved with a vacant 1,235 square foot residence, 1,200 sg. ft. shop/storage
building and a 600 square foot barn/RV storage building. Utilities, telephone and dectricity
are provided to the ste. There is adomestic well and septic sysem. The mgjority of the
property isplantedto pasture. The Grantorshaveagreed to sell at the Department of General
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Services (DGS) approved fair-market value of $129,000.00. An additional $2,500.00 is
needed for appraisal, escrow and DGS review fees.

Lake Earl Wildlife Area, Expansion 25 $307,500.00

This proposa is to consider the acquisition of 33.24+ acres of agricultura ground. The
propertyisimproved with avacant 2,114 squarefoot, 100 year old well-maintai ned residence,
and a 3,600 sg. ft. barn/RV storagebuilding. Utilities, telephone and electricity are provided
to the dte. There is a domegtic well and septic sysem. The mgority of the property is
planted to pasture and is fenced and cross-fenced. The Grantors have agreed to sell at the
DGS approved fair-market value of $305,000.00. An additional $2,500.00 is needed for
appraisal, escrow and DGS review fees.

Lake Earl Wildlife Area, Expansion 26 $82,500.00

This proposal isto consider the acquisition of 3.00+ acres of timberland. The property has
no structurd improvements. Utilities, telephone, eectricity and city water/sewer are stubbed
to the site. The Grantors have agreed to sell at the DGS agpproved fair-market value of
$80,000.00. Anadditional $2,500.00 is needed for appraisal, escrow and DGS review fees.

There are no daims of sovereign state land ownership within the subject properties. The
proposed acquisition is exempt from CEQA under Section 15313, Class 13, asan acquisition
of lands for wildlife purposes.

Staff recommendsthat the Board gpprovetheproject asproposed; allocate $521,500.00 from
the Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal Protection Bond Act of
2000, Section 5096.350 (a)(3) for the purchase of the land and to pay project expenses,
authorize steff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish thisproject; and
authorize staff and the DFG to proceed subgantially as planned.

Rock Creek Ranch, Del Norte County $252,500.00

Thisisaproposa to consder the dlocation of agrant to the Smith River Alliance (SRA) to
assig in a cooperative project to acquire approximately 15 acres of land and associated
improvements, located along the South Fork Smith River (South Fork), north of Crescent
City.

Specifically, the Smith River is located in Del Norte County in the northwest corner of
Cdlifornia. The Smith River watershed is a sdlmon/steel head habitat refuge with the highest
conservation value of any other watershed of its size (715 square miles) in California. The
river isclassified as astate and federal Wild and Scenic River and was designated a National
Recreation Area in 1990. Redwood State and National Parks are located in the wedern
portion of the watershed and the Siskiyou Wildernessincludes part of the upper and eastern
reaches of the watershed. Rock Creek Ranch islocated near the confluence of Rock Creek
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and the South Fork, about 8 miles from State Highway 199 on the South Fork Road.

The subject property islocated in the Klamath-Siskiyou ecoregion, an area of high biologica
diversty, which has beenidentified by the World Wildlife Fund as biologically significant and
threatened. The Smith River isinternationally renowned for its fishery, having produced
record king salmon (74 1bs.) and steelhead (nearly 28 Ibs.). Inadditionto serving as salmonid
refugia, thisregion containsthethird highest variety of conifer treesintheworld. The subject
property includes 2,300 feet of shoreline on the South Fork and contains mixed coniferous
forest with fir, cedar and hardwoods as the overstory, providing habitat for a host of anima
species, including black tailed deer and black bear, as well as a number of other bird and
mammal species.

Upon acquigtion of the property, the SRA will assume ownership aswell asmanagement and
operation of the subject ste. The mission of the SRA is to provide for the long-term
protection, resoration and stewardship of natural resources in the Smith River watershed.
The SRA will continueto partner with fishery and conservation organizations, local agencies
and community groups, stateand federd agencies, loca businesses, and individuasto develop
programs and projects consistent with thismisson. Example projects now underway include
an annual fish count that is co-hosted each summer with the Humboldt Chapter of the
American Fisheries Society and the Cdifornia Department of Fish and Game and a
CooperativeWork and Leadership Training ProgramwiththeCalifornia Conservation Corps
(CCC) Klamath Service District that provides for on-ste assgance with resource
management and maintenance projects. The subject property, including improvements, will
serve as a permanent base of operations for the SRA to continue its watershed activities

The property has been appraised and the value has been gpproved by the Department of
General Services (DGS) at $400,000.00. The SRA hasnegotiated an option to purchasethe
property for the appraised value and the Board's proposed grant in the amount of
$250,000.00 will be combined with other funds secured by the SRA to complete the
acquisition. It is estimated that an additional $2,500.00 will be needed to cover project
related expensesincludingtheDGS'scosts, bringing thetota recommended dlocationfor this
proposal to $252,500.00. The 2001/02 State Budget contains a $250,000.00 gppropriation
specifically designated for the Rock Creek Ranch acquisition.

The terms and conditions of the proposed grant provide that staff review and approve al
documents pertaining to the Grantee's acquisition, including appraisd, preiminary title
reports, agreement for purchase and sale, escrow instructions and the instruments of
conveyance prior to disbursement of funds.

Staff recommends that the Board approve the grant to the SRA to be applied toward the
acquisition of 15+ acres of land as proposed; allocate $252,500.00 fromthe General Fund to
cover the grant amount and pay for project expenses, authorize staff to enter into the
necessary agreements to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the Department of
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Fish and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

Holly Springs Ranch, San Diego County $2,130,000.00

This proposal isto consider the acquisition of 93.9+ acres of land, and the donation of an
additional 5+ acres, located in northern San Diego County, for the preservation of high
quality coastd sage scrub and other habitats that support a variety of endangered and
threatened species. Acquistion of the property will further implement the joint federal, state
and local Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) effortsin the San Diego area.

The subject property is Stuated in the center of an undeveoped areaof the City of Carlsbad,
between the Cities of Oceanside on the north and Encinitas on the south. Thepropertyispart
of alarger 231+ acre ownership that is situated approximately one mile northeast of the El
Camino Red and Cannon Road intersection. Thisportion of Carlsbadis experiencingarapid
transitionfrom past agricultureto resdential subdivisionand development. Presently, access
to the property isviaa partially paved road easement which originates a El Camino Red.
This access will be relocated to the southern portion of the property when surrounding
development is completed.

To thewest, and contiguous with the subject property, isthe Department of Fish and Game's
(DFG’s) 120+ acre Carlsbad Highlands Mitigation Bank (Bank). Lying in the heart of a
critical conservation corridor, and under the NCCP program, the Bank wastransferredtothe
stateintwo phasesin 1995 and 1997. Potentidly threatened with development, the extremely
important sage scrub habitat and the sensitive species known to occur on the property have
flourished under public protection.

The Department of Fish and Game has recommended a Conceptual Area Protection Plan
(CAPP) as amechanismfor its participation in the Multiple Habitat Conservation Program
(MHCP) and Multiple Species Conservation Plan (MSCP) efforts for the seven cities of
northwestern San Diego County. Located within akey biologica core and linkage areathat
cannot be sufficiently conserved without acquisition, purchase of the property has been
identified asa high priority by the DFG.

The property containsvaluable native habitatsincluding southern maritimechaparral, patches
of rare native grasdand, freshwater marsh, coastal sage scrub and riparian habitats. These
habitats are critical to the support of a wide variety of rgptors and species including the
endangered Del Mar manzanita, wart-stemmed ceanothus and the Cdifornia gnatcatcher.

The DFG proposesto manage the property aspart of theCarlsbad HighlandsMitigation Bank
property. The acquisition will provide restoration opportunities to augment existing habitat
areas and improve recovery efforts for listed species.  Subject to completion of a
management plan for the site, passive recreational uses may be allowed and could include
photography, bird watching, scientific research and public education programs.
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The proposed acquigition is exempt from CEQA under Section 15313, Class 13, as the
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes. Subject to approval by the WCB, the
appropriate Notice of Exemption will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.

The property owner has agreed to sell the 93.9+ acre portion of the subject property to the
stateat itsapproved apprai sed fair market value of $2,100,000.00, and has offered to convey
a 5+ acre portion by donation. An additional $30,000.00 will be needed for appraisd,
escrow, title insurance costsand Department of General Services review costs, bringing the
total proposed dlocation to $2,130,000.00. Funds are available in the Habitat Conservation
Fund, Section 2786 (b/c), for the acquisition. Staff of the Board has been advised that there
are potential mitigation funds for the proposed acquisition which, if available, would be
deposited directly into escrow and reduce the proposed purchase price.  Any funds not
required of the Board asaresult of this potential contribution would berecovered at afuture
Board meeting.

Staff recommends that the Board approve this acquisition as proposed; allocate
$2,130,000.00 from the Habitat Conservation Fund (Prop. 117), Section 2786 (b/c) for the
purchase price and associated costs, authorize the acceptance of 5+ acres of land as a
donation; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements as necessary to carry out this
project; and authorize staff and the Department of Fishand Game to proceed substantidly as
planned.

San Dieguito River Vdley Corridor, San Diego County $4,330,000.00

This proposal is for the allocation of a grant to the San Dieguito River Park Joint Powers
Authority (JPA) to assi in its purchase of one or morereal properties, totaling up to 8,050+
acres. Acquigtion of the property will preserve aregionaly-significant wildlife corridor and
sufficient habitat to support the rare and sensitive species and hahitats of the San Dieguito
River Valley.

The project area, more commonly referred to asthe“ Coast to Crest” trail, extends adistance
of approximately fifty-five miles through the geographic middle of San Diego County. From
east to west, this contiguous corridor begins a Ironside Spring on V olcan Mountain north
of Julian and ends at the river mouth at the San Dieguito Lagoon in Del Mar. The corridor
contains a sequence of fourteen landscapes that have distinctly different characteristics,
defined by land form, vegetation, changesin elevation and existing land uses. Together these
landscapesform an entire river valley ecosystem, beginning with the highest elevations near
theriver’s source inthe mountains, extending through river gorges, ranch land and farmland,
through large lakes to rocky intermittent streambeds to an estuarine lagoon at the river's
mouth.

The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) has approved a Conceptual Area Protection Plan
(CAPP) for the San Dieguito River Valley Corridor which proposes acquisition of parcelsin
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eleven of the landscapes. The DFG currently holds fee title and manages three distinct
properties within the area of this CAPP. They include the San Dieguito L agoon Ecol ogical
Reserve (98.5+ acres) at the western end of the San Dieguito River Vdley, Boden Canyon
Ecological Reserve (2,000+ acres) in the central portion of the valley and San Felipe Valley
Wildlife Area (6,650+ acres) in the far eastern, Volcan Mountain and desert portion of the
CAPP. Themagjor purpose of the acquisitions recommended in the CAPP isto protect and
preserve critical land parcelswithinthevalley corridor that containsengtive biological habitat
and/or represent linkages to other preserved habitat or areas under conservation plans.

Several important habitat types that are represented in the properties range from coastal
wetland habitat in the San Dieguito Lagoon to coniferous forest on Volcan Mountain. A
diversity of sensitive habitat types occur on these properties including coastal salt marsh,
coastal sage scrub and Engelmann oak woodland. This vegetation supports awide array of
sensitive anima species including the California least tern, Belding's savannah sparrow,
western snowy plover and light-footed clapper rail.

It isenvidoned that the properties will be owned and managed primarily by the JPA. The
primary management objectives areto ensure long-term watershed protection, conservation
and enhancement of threatened and endangered speciesand their habitat, acontinuouswildlife
corridor and the integrity of the riverine ecosygem. Other management objectives include
preservation and restoration of culturd resources, retention of agriculture, provision for
public access trails where appropriate and interpretation of the valley’s natural and cultural
resour ces.

The Board's proposed grant would provide the JPA with $4,300,000.00 to facilitate its
acquisition of one or more properties within the eleven landscapes It is estimated that an
additional $30,000.00 will be needed for administrative expenses, including Department of
General Services review cods, bringing the total recommended alocation for the proposal
to $4,330,000.00.

The terms and conditions of the proposed grant provide that the DFG will review and
approve the property being proposed for acquisition by the JPA. The grant further provides
that staff will review all proposed title documents, appraisals, prdiminary title reports,
agreements for purchase and sale, escrow instructions and the instruments of conveyance
prior to disbursement of funds directly into the JPA’s escrow account or accounts for the
purchase of the properties.

Staff recommends that the Board approve the award of a grant to the San Dieguito River
Park Joint Powers Authority to be applied toward the acquisition of up to 8,050+ acres as
proposed; allocate atotal of $4,330,000.00 for the grant and related expenses from the River
Protection Subaccount (Prop 13); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements to
accomplish thisproject; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Gameto proceed
substantially as planned.
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Monrovia Wilderness Preserve, L os Angdes County

THISITEM HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN FROM CONSIDERATION AT THIS TIME.

Joel McCrea Ranch Conservation Area (Donation), $3,000.00 and Tax Credit
V entura County

Thisproposal isto consider adonation of approximately 58.8 acresto the Conejo Recreation
and Park District (CRPD) for incluson under the Natural Heritage Preservation Tax Credit
Act of 2000 and to approve atax credit in the amount of $2,370,000.00 in favor of Shea
Homes Limited Partnership, the donor of the land.

The subject property is located west of Moorpark Road and east of Santa Rosa Road in a
rural area of the northwest portion of the City of Thousand Oaksin easternVenturaCounty.

The donation qualifiesfor the tax credit program pursuant to Public Resources Code Section
37015 (e). Specificaly, the donation will protect significant open space and provide the
public with park and recreational opportunities.

The property isatriangular shaped parcel, bordered on the south by the Y MCA natural open
space, onthewest by the M ountain Recreation Conservation Authority (MRCA) open space,
and on the east by the Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency (COSCA) wildlife preserve
and the CRPD’s 220-acre higoric Jod McCrea Ranch. Parcels on the west and east serve
as linkages for awildlife corridor into the Santa Monica Mountains, east to Simi Hills and
west to the Pacific Ocean.

The MRCA, COSCA and CRPD lands are all managed by the CRPD and providerecreational
outdoor opportunitiesfor local resdents. Thetrail systems proposed for the donated parcel
will provide connectionsto the Conejo Valley Ring Trail, eastward acrossthe M cCrea Ranch
to the Simi Hills, westward across MRCA and COSCA lands into Wildwood Park and,
eventually, to the State and National Park Service systems, culminating at the Pacific Ocean.
Northerly, the proposed trails link with the SantaRosa Trail Sysem in Ventura County.

The Joel McCreaRanchislisted inthe National Register of Higoric Places and isconsidered
aCaliforniaand V entura County historic landmark. The parcel has higorical significance as
it wasonce part of the historic Joel McCrea Ranch. The origind M cCrea Ranch was part of
the Rancho Simi, granted to the Pico brothers in 1795 by the Spanish government.
Furthermore, because of its historic sgnificance and recreational opportunities, the Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy recently provided $1.0 million for restoration and park
improvements on this higoric ste.

The donated parcel, coupled with the surrounding protected parcels, provides contiguous
habitat for rare, threatened and endangered species. Two speciesof plantswith special status
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were observed on the property in the coagtal sege scrub habitat: the Conejo dudleya (listed
asfederally threatened) and the Catalinamariposallily. The Conejo dudieyahasa very small
geographic range and is known to occur primarily on Congo volcanic rock outcrops aong
the Montclef Ridge to the west and in the vicinity of Congo Mountain. While the Cataina
mariposa lily isvery common in the SantaMonicaM ountainsregion during favorableranfal
years, the California Native Plant Society has the plant on List 4, which is awatch list of
plants of limited distribution. The San Diego desert woodrat and the California gnatchatcher
also frequent the area.

The subject parcel was appraised a $4,310,000.00. Consistent with the provisions of the
Natural Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Act of 2000, landowners who donate qualified
property are eligible to receive atax credit of 55 percent of the appraised fair market value
of thedonation. Further, the appraised fair market value must be, and has been, approved by
the State Department of General Services. Accordingly, the donation of 58.8 acres entitles
the donor in this case to receive 55 percent of $4,310,000.00, for a tax credit of
$2,370,000.00.

Section 37012 (d) of the Act requires that before any donation can be considered by the
Board, a public hearing must be held by the donee in the county in which the property is
located. Pursuant to this requirement, the CRPD held a public hearing on December 6, 2001.
The meeting was attended by members of the community, the digrict and the landowners.
Comments regarding the donation were postive and the CRPD approved the submisson of
the application to the WCB for further consideration.

Staff recommends that the Board approve the donation for inclusion under the Natural
Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Program and related tax credits; allocate $3,000.00 from
the Genera Fund to cover project costs, including Department of General Services' review
charges; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Game to proceed substantidly
as planned.

Ranchos Dos Vistas, Santa Barbara County $6,000.00 and Tax Credit

This proposal is to consgder a donation of a conservation easement on approximatey
1,406 acres to the Land Trust of Santa Barbara for inclusion under the Natural Heritage
Preservation Tax Credit Act of 2000 and to approve a tax credit in the amount of
$3,025,000.00 in favor of CimaDel Mundo, Limited Partnership, the donor of the land.

The subject property, known as Rancho DosVidas, islocated on the crest of the Santa'Y nez
Mountains, near Refugio Road in the south-coasta region of Santa Barbara County. This
areaisaremote rural location adjacent to private land holdings and the L os Padres National
Forest. The conservation easement will restrict residential development in order to preserve
important wildlife habitat, scenic, archeological and historic values of the site.
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Thedonationqualifiesfor thetax credit program pursuant to Public Resources Code Sections
37015 (b) and 37015 (e). Specifically, thedonationwill protect animportant wildlifecorridor
linking watersheds on both sides of the Santa Y hez Mountains and a unique and regionally
rare assemblage of native plants and habitat types that support a significant number of
sengitive animal species. |n addition, the proposed donation will provide open space and a
trall easement for public hiking, cycling and equestrian use covering approximately two and
one-half miles on and near the ridgeline of the Santa Y nez Mountains.

The proposed donation is located on the crest of the Santa Y nez Mountain range. These
mountains are among the Transverse Ranges that are unique in North Americaasthey trend
from east to west, rather than north to south. In addition, the proposed for donation parcel
offers unparalleled views of the Channel Idands, the Santa Monica Mountains, the Santa
Y nez Vdley and the San Rafael Mountains

Rancho DosVistassupportschaparral, coastal sage scrub, mixed evergreenforest, oak forest,
two freshwater ponds and spring-fed ripariancommunities. The presenceof mixed evergreen
forest issignificant as it israrein Santa Barbara County. Due to the three diginct settings
ontheranch (south facing slope, ridge and north facing slope) plants that are more typical of
northern California such as Madrone, Tanbark Oak and Blue Oak tend to occupy higher,
wetter habitats on the ranch. Further, five pecies of live oak, interior live oak, blue oak,
tanbark oak and scrub oak are present throughout. Plants typically found in southern
Cdiforniatend to be found on the ranch at lower and drier elevations of both the south and
north facing dopes. These include purple sage, California sagebrush, toyon and
lemonadeberry.

The watershed connection of the ranch to the ocean is evident from the ridge. Sensitive
wildlife associated with these riparian and marine systems include the Refugio Manzanita.
This tall shrub with beautiful white flowers and smooth, shiny red bark is common on the
property. This plant is endemic to Californiawherethe only placein the world that it occurs
is on the Santa Y nez Mountains between Santa Y nez Peak and the Hollister Ranch.

The wildlife resource values associated with the proposed donation are very high. A total of
27 state or federdly-listed speciesis known to occur on or immediately in the vicinity of the
ranch. There areaso avariety of common and uncommon species of amphibiansand reptiles.
Species observed during recent field work include Ensatina, Pacific-chorus frog, bullfrog,
wegtern fence lizard, silvery leglesslizard, coastd western whiptail, mountain kingsnake and
coast patch-nosed snake. Local residents report observations of black bear, mountain lion,
mule deer, gray fox, coyote and smaller mammals, including the ringtail.

Rancho Dos Vistas possesses a number of important cultural resources of the Chumash
Indians. A pictograph shelter with unusual red and black paintings is a recorded
archaeological dte. On the northern sde of the ridge is apond that has apparently existed
since prehistoric times. The pond itself isan important ethnographic resource because it has
a Chumash name and is associated with a nearby archaeologicd site. The pond is thought to
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be a location where the Chumash Indians trgpped and is aso thought to be very sacred
ground. An adjacent pond is considered to be of religious significance for the Chumash and
may be eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places as a Traditional
Cultural Property, based on federd regulatory criteria.  Other unrecorded higtoric
archaeological sitesinclude masonry structures and possible dancefloorsor shrines. Another
attribute of the ranch isthat it very likely supported a portion of an extensve Chumash trail
network that connected interior and coastal Chumash villages.

Consstent with the program criteria, the proposed tral easement donation will eventually
provide public access to theregiona trail syssem along the GaviotaCoast. The donated trail
would connect the El Capitan State Beach trail system with the top (northern point) of the
El Capitan Ranch. A dedicated tral easement could fecilitateatral network westerly to the
Gaviota State Pak. While funding is currently unavalable for the acquisition and
maintenance of additiona trailsthat would connect the Gaviota coastline to the Santa 'Y nez
Mountainsridgeline, the donated trail easement isexpected to attract community support and
funding to complete the connecting trails.

Consstent with the provisions of the Natural Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Act of 2000,
landownerswho donate qualified property are eligible to receive atax credit of 55 percent of
the appraised fair market value of the donation. Further, the appraised fair market value must
be, and has been, approved by the State Department of General Services. Accordingly, the
donation of approximately1,406 acres entitlesthe donor in this caseto receive 55 percent of
$5,500,000.00, for atax credit of $3,025,000.00

Section 37012 (d) of the Act requires that before any donation can be considered by the
Board, a public hearing must be held by the donee in the county in which the property is
located. Pursuant to thisrequirement, the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County held apublic
hearing on December 5, 2001. The meeting was attended by members of the community,
neighboring landownersand the landownersof Rancho DosVistas. Commentsregarding the
donation were positive and people supported the effort to restrict additional development.

Staff recommends that the Board approve the donation for inclusion under the Natural
Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Program and related tax credits; allocate $6,000.00 from
the General Fund (Unspecified) to cover project costs, including Department of General
Services review charges; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Game to
proceed substantidly as planned.

Diablo Range Conservation Area, Expansion 1, Monterey and Fresno Counties

THISITEM HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN FROM CONSIDERATION AT THIS TIME.

M adera Farmland Conservation Area (Donation), $3,000.00 and Tax Credit
M adera County
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This proposal is to consider a partial donation of an agricultural conservation easement,
protecting approximately 116.5 acres, to the American Farmland Trust (AFT) for indluson
under the Natural Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Act of 2000 and to approve atax credit
in the amount of $93,500.00 in favor of the donor of the conservation easement. The
property is located about 1.5 mileswest of the western edge of the City of Madera, between
Avenues 12 %2 and 14 Y2, in Madera County.

The donation qualifies for the tax credit program pursuant to Public Resources Code
Section 37015 (c). Specificdly, the donation of the conservation easement will protect
agricultural land that isthreatened by development.

For the past two years, the AFT has been working with local landowners in Madera County
to halt westward urban expangon of the City of Madera. Asaresult of thiseffort, AFT and
local agriculturd interests have developed a strategy for protecting prime farmland and
implementing aloca farmland conservation program. Specifically, the Madera Farmland
Security Perimeter program will create an urban growth boundary of easement-protected
farmland between the Madera Airport and Madera County Industrial Park.

The Madera Farmland Security Perimeter program is designed to protect 2,880 acres of
productive farmland located in and adjacent to the western sphere of influence boundary of
the City of Madera. Once established, the program will create a barrier prohibiting the
continued westward growth of the City of Madera and direct urban expanson to less
productive soil to the north and east of the City.

A consensus has emerged between local government and members of the agricultural
community that there should be limits on the continued wesward expansion of the City of
Madera. Recent discussions over the City of Madera's request to expand its sphere of
influence to the southeast led to the County’s recommendation that the west lines of the
City’s sphere-of-influence be drawn back one-half mile to Road 24.

At the request of the AFT and the landowners, the City and the County of Madera have
unanimoudy supported the development of the farmland protection program. Further, city
and county staff have been directed to initiate steps necessary to amend the Genera Plan and
create California’s first Agriculturd Security Perimeter zoning overlay. This effort will
establish policies to encourage conservation easements and discourage development in the
perimeter zoned area. AFT and the City are now in the process of establishing policies and
amending the master planfor infrastructure development to reflect changesfor thefuture uses
of this area, which was originaly planned for urban development. Further, the Madera
Farmland Security Perimeter program has received support from the Madera County Farm
Bureau, the Madera Irrigation Digtrict and the Madera County Agricultural Commissioner.
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The support of local landownersfor agricultural conservation easementsand establishing the
MaderaFarmland Security Perimeter program has provided avehiclefor definingapermanent
urban growth boundary on the west side of the City of Madera. When fully implemented,
agricultural easements within the perimeter area will protect an additiond 42,000 acres of
primeand important farmland to the west of Maderafrom future urban encroachment without
the need to acquire additional easements. Through the implementation of the Farmland
Security Perimeter program, it is anticipated that developers will choose to redirect their
effortsto the northeast and southeast quadrants of the City, where agricultural soils are less
productive and it will not be feasible to extend the infrastructure beyond the perimeter
programarea. Whilethe subject property would bethefirst easement under the new Madera
Farmland Security Perimeter program, seven additiond landowners have signed letters of
intent to participate in the program.

Most of the soils of the subject parcels are designated “prime” by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the Cdifornia Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
(FMMP). Soilsnot congdered primeare designated as* Farmland of Statewide Importance”
by the FMMP.

The subject property is planted to a variety of agricultura commodities, including open
irrigated field cropland and irrigated pasture. 1naddition, the property consists of amature
Thompson seedless vineyard and a French Colombard vineyard. All of the property has a
reiable supply of good quality water for irrigation. Irrigation water is supplied by both
groundwater wells and surface water ddivered from the Madera Irrigation District.

The subject parcel was gppraised a $930,000.00 and the landowner agreed to abargain sale
of $760,000.00. The remaining $170,000.00 is considered a donation. Consistent with the
provisions of the Natura Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Act of 2000, landowners who
donate qualified property are digible to receive a tax credit valued at 55 percent of the
apprais=d fair market value of the donation. Further, the appraised fair market value mug be,
and has been, approved by the State Department of General Services. Accordingly, the
partial donation of gpproximatdy 116.5 acres entitlesthelandowner to receive 55 percent of
$170,000.00 for atax credit of $93,500.00.

Section 37012 (d) of the Act requires that before any donation can be considered by the
Board, a public hearing must be held by the donee in the county in which the property is
located. Pursuant to this requirement, the WCB and the AFT hdd a public hearing on
December 10, 2001. The meeting was attended by membersof the community, staff from the
AFT and the landowners, who expressed a great deal of interest in the project and the tax
credit program.

Saff recommends that the Board approve the donation for inclusion under the Natural

Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Program and related tax credits; allocate $3,000.00 from
the Genera Fund to cover project costs, including Department of General Services' review
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33.

charges; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Gameto proceed substantidly
as planned.

Briones Vdley (Cowedl Ranch), Contra Cosa County $3,005,000.00

This proposal isto consder the dlocation of agrant to the Trust for Public Land (TPL) to
assig inacooperative project with the State Coastal Conservancy, Department of Parksand
Recreation (DPR), Department of Trangportation, Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to purchase 3,650+ acres of private land, located near the
City of Brentwood, in Contra Costa County, for protection of threatened and endangered
species habitat.

The property is located in the eagtern foothills of Mount Diablo, southwest and adjacent to
the City of Brentwood. Thegenera topography islow rolling hillsand broad valleys, with the
easternmost portion faling gently to the north and east abutting the San Joaquin Valley and
San Joaquin River Delta (the Delta) regions. Most of the property supports cattle grazing,
withapproximately 200 acres along the eastern border developed with orchards. Paved public
access to the property is available from Deer Valey Road on its eastern border, Camino
Diablo near the south border, Longwell Avenue along the eastern border and Marsh Creek
Road near the southern border, bisecting the property near its middle.

Acquisition of the property iskey to establishing habitat corridorslinking the Diablo Range
to the Delta and San Joaguin Valley regions. The property lies in what is essentidly a
corridor loop that runs from Mount Diablo State Park going east along the Diablo Range
through the Morgan Territory Regional Preserve and Round Valley Regional Park tothe L os
VaguerosReservoir watershed. Fromthereit goesnorthwest along therange of hillsabutting
the urban areas of Brentwood, Antioch and Pittsburg and connecting to the Black Diamond
Mines Regional Preserve. This corridor link includes the subject property and the recently
acquired Roddy Ranch conservation easement. From Black Diamond Mines Regional
Preserve the corridor goes south through the Clayton Ranch open space area and links back
with the Mt Diablo State Park. Besides the corridor loop, other plans include extending
corridors southeast from LosV agueros Reservoir watershed along the Diablo Rangeto the
San JoaquinValey and northwest fromthe Black Diamond Mines Regiona Preserve, through
the Concord Naval Weapons stetion to the Delta.  Acquistion of the Cowell Ranch will
ggnificantly reduce the unprotected open space gap that now exists between the Black
Diamond Preserve/Roddy Ranch areas and the Los Vaqueros Reservoir watershed area.

Most of the subject property is covered with open grassland savannah areas, interspersed
withvalley sink scrub, vernal pools, akai meadows and blue oak woodland habitats. Around
Marsh Creek and Marsh Creek Reservoir substantial amounts of riparian woodland and
freshwater marsh habitat exists. Currently, DFG is participating in a Habitat Conservation
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Plan (HCP) for the kit fox in eastern Contra Costaand Alameda counties. Although no kit
foxes have been identified on the property, the Cowell Ranch isdesignated in the HCP asa
key parcel for reestablishment of kit fox habitat in the Diablo Range. The property will also
provide protected habitat for a number of state and federally listed plant and animal species,
including the San Joaquin pocket mouse, California tiger salamander, California red-legged
frog, western pond turtle, western spadefoot toad, burrowing owl, golden eagle, California
horned lark, loggerhead shrike, northern harrier, longhorn fairy shrimp, verna pool fairy
shrimp and the San Joaquin (saltbush) spearscale.

After purchasing the property, the TPL intends to transfer ownership and management
responsibility to the East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) and the DPR. The DPR
maintains a small 15-acre inholding on the property, the John Marsh homesite, and is
considering expanding thisareainto astate park facility. The EBRPD intendsto maintainthe
property as a regional preserve for protection of significant natural and cultural resources.
This entails supporting and maintaining ecosystems for protection of special listed species.
The EBRPD also anticipates planning and developing a system of trails on the property for
public access. Currently the EBRPD and the DPR are working together to develop a
management plan for the property. The proposed state park, regional preserve and public
access are al consistent with the management objectives of the DFG. The DFG has
requested, as a condition of Board funding, that it be involved in the development and
placement of public access points and trails.

The fair market vaue of the property, as approved by the Department of General Services,
is$14,325,000.00. TPL hasan option to purchase the property for $13,500,000.00 with the
owner donating $825,000.00 in property value. The Wildlife Conservation Board's
contribution to the purchase price would be $3,000,000.00. An additional $5,000.00 is
necessary for adminigrative costs, bringing the total allocation needed for this project to
$3,005,000.00. Theremaining $10,500,000.00will befunded throughacombination of grants
and contributions from other sources.

The breakdown of the funding sourcesis asfollows:

Wildlife Conservation Board $3,000,000.00
Department of Parks and Recreation 3,000,000.00
State Coastal Conservancy 3,000,000.00
Cdtrans EEMP 1,000,000.00
Bureau of Reclamation 1,000,000.00
Other Sources 2,500,000.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDING $13,500,000.00

The terms and conditions of the proposed grant provide that staff review and approve dl
documents pertaining to the Grantee's acquisition, including any appraisals, prdiminary title
reports, agreements for purchase and sale, escrow instructions and the instruments of
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conveyance prior to disbursement of funds.

Staff recommends the Board approve the award of the grant as proposed; allocae
$3,005,000.00 from the Safe Ne ghborhood, Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coasta and
Protection Bond Act (Prop. 12), Section 5096.350 (a) (5), to cover the grant amount and to
pay for project expenses; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Game to
proceed substantidly as planned.

34. City of Ideton Public Access, Sacramento County $250,270.00

This is a proposal to consider a cooperative project with the City of Isleton (City) to
construct afishing pier, boat dock and other amenitiesonthe City’ sundeveloped Sacramento
River waterfront. The City of Idetonislocated onthe south sde of theriver in the northern
Sacramento/San Joaquin River Ddta, approximately 35 milessouth of the City of Sacramento
on State Highway 160.

The Sacramento River and its Delta support a wide array of sportfishing opportunities
including salmon, sturgeon, bassand catfish. Anglersof al agesand abilitiesflock tothisarea
fromall over the stateto bank fish, boat fish, participatein fishing tournaments and otherwise
enjoy themyriad of outdoor sporting opportunitieshere. The CaliforniaDepartment of Parks
and Recreation (DPR), in its Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Recreation Survey, recorded 21
million activity days for anglers throughout the Deltain 1996. The survey further identified
aneed for more public access facilities in the Delta, particularly fishing piers, fish cleaning
stations and public restrooms.

Ideton is an excellent place to address the deficiency of public access in the Delta. Asone
of the Delta’ s more notable cities both in termsof size and popularity asadestination, itsrich
history, riverside location and amenitieswould makeit adesirable place for anglers and other
outdoor enthusiaststo visit. The City does not have a public boating access facility to the
Sacramento River, which definesthe City’ snorthernborder. A privatecommercial boat ramp
islocated in the City, but the nearest site providing public accessto theriver isthe Cliffhouse
Fishing Access area, located three miles downstream. Unfortunately this ste consistsonly
of a parking area with no boating access avalable. The nearest public boat dock where
boaterscantieup and go ashorefor supplies and comfort, isinthe City of Rio Vista, located
approximately five miles downstream.

In addition to construction of the fishing pier and boat dock on the Sacramento River, the
proposed project includes the instalation of a fish cleaning station on the dock and the
construction of a parking lot and restroom on an adjacent unimproved parcel owned by the
City. Thisone acre parcel hasapproximately 200 feet of river frontage and is accessible from
Second Street, a paved, publicly maintained street. The proposed facility also includes
elevators and ramps, which together with the parking area, will be constructed and marked
to assist mobility impaired individuals using the access area. The City hasagreed to operate
and maintain the project for twenty-five years, and will provide a free lease to the state for
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the duration of the operating agreement. The City has secured a Community Development
Block Grant aswell as some loca donations to complement the WCB grart.

Cost estimates for this proposal, which have been developed by the City and reviewed by

staff, are as follows:

Description WCB City Cor;%t?lmion TOTAL
Engineering, Designand ~ $23,400.00  $29,600.00 $53,000.00
Permits

M obilization/Site Work $27,000.00  $42,000.00 $69,000.00
L andscaping/I rrigation $12,000.00  $12,000.00  $6,000.00  $30,000.00
Fishing Pier $23,000.00  $23,000.00 $46,000.00
Dock, Tower and Stairs $22,500.00  $22,500.00 $45,000.00
Gangway and Ramp $13,500.00  $13,500.00 $27,000.00
Retaining Wall $17,850.00 $18,150.00 $36,000.00
Fish Cleaning Station $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $5,000.00
Elevators (2) $13,000.00 $13,000.00 $26,000.00
Parking, Stairs and $9,500.00 $9,500.00 $19,000.00
Bridge

Paving/Striping $9,100.00 $9,100.00 $18,200.00
Walks, Curbsand $3,750.00 $3,750.00 $7,500.00
Guitters

Lighting $22,500.00  $22,500.00 $45,000.00
Restroom $19,000.00  $27,000.00  $6,000.00  $52,000.00
Painting and misc. $2,000.00  $64,679.00 $66,679.00
Sign $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Contract Administration $5,000.00 $85,400.00 $90,400.00
Contingencies $22,400.00  $28,600.00 $51,000.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED  $250,000.00 $426,779.00 $12,000.00 $688.779.00
COST - -
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Proposed Funding Breakdown:

Wildlife Conservation Board $250,000.00
City of Ideton $426,779.00
Local Contributions $ 12,000.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDING $688.779.00

35.

The City’'s initial study found that the project will not have a significant effect on the
environment and amitigated Negative Declaration wasfiled with the State Clearinghouse for
this project pursuant to the requirements of Caifornia Environmental Quality Act.

Staff recommendsthat theBoard gpprovethisproject asproposed; allocate $250,000.00 from
the Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund and $270.00 from the General Fund for project
cogsand General Services' review costs, authorizestaff to enter into appropriateagreements
necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and
Game to proceed substantially as planned.

Upper Cosumnes River Basin, Expansion 1, El Dorado County $177,500.00

This proposd is to condder the dlocation of a grant in the amount of $167,500.00 to the
American River Conservancy (ARC) for a cooperative project with the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and the Wildlife Conservation
Board to acquire 120+ acres of oak woodlands and riparian habitat located in the Upper
Cosumnes River Basin. The Upper Cosumnes River Basn consists of properties from the
mai nstem Cosumnes River between L atrobe Road and Highway 49 in El Dorado and Amador
Counties. The subject property islocated along the north fork of the CosumnesRiver, north
of Sand Ridge Road and south of Diamond Springsin El Dorado Courty.

Development pressure in the vicinity of the property hasincreased during the past few years,
predominantly for vineyard and residential devdlopment. This acquisition will preserve open
space, eliminatevineyard and housing development and protect wildlife and its habitat aong
this portion of the Cosumnes River. The ARC will transfer ownership of the property to the
BLM for management purposes. Acquisition of these properties will add 1,600 feet of
riparianfrontage on both sides of the North Fork CosumnesRiver, link together threeexisting
BLM parcels providing an additional four miles of contiguous river canyon habitat, add 60
acres of blue oak woodland, as well as 30 acres of diverse montane hardwood and conifer
forest and incorporate existing adminigtrative responsibilities of the BLM lands to minimize
ongoing maintenance costs.

The project is part of anongoing effort to preserveahydrologicaly intact ecosystem, running

the 80-mile length of the Cosumnes River, from its headwaters in the El Dorado Nationd
Forest, through the Cosumnes River Preserveinthe Central Valley. The CosumnesRiver is
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36.

the only river on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada without a major dam and is the last
freeflowing river system onthe west side of the SierraNevada. Floraand faunathrivealong
the river and the river supports spring and fal salmon runs. The Cosumnes River has
enormouslocal, statewide and global significance as a biological and hydrological model, a
baselineriver, whichisextremely useful incomparative andysiswith other river systems. The
SierraNevada Ecosystem Project recognizes the entire Cosumnes River Basin as supporting
awidevariety of plant communities, significant areas where native fishesare till present and
habitatsfor endemic birds and aquatic resources. The property isdominated by blue oak and
live oak woodland, mixed chaparral, chamise/redshank chaparral, annua grasdand and
foothill riparian habitats, supporting a number of annua species, including deer, mountain
lion, quail, mountain and foothill yellow legged frog, bad eagle and other species.

The gppraised far market value, as approved by the Department of Generd Services, is
$335,000.00. In addition to the WCB's grant in the amount of $167,500.00, the BLM will
provide the remaining $167,500.00 in funds necessary to acquire the property. It is
anticipated that an additional $10,000.00 will be required for administrative services,
including Department of General Services review costs, escrow and closing costs, bringing
the WCB's total alocation for this proposal to $177,500.00.

The terms and conditions of the proposed grant provide that staff will review the gppraisas
and all proposed title and transfer documents prior to disbursement of funds directly into
€SCrow.

Staff recommends that the Board approve the award of a grant to the American River
Conservancy to be applied toward its purchase as proposed; alocate $177,500.00 from the
Genera Fund (Challenge Grant) for thegrant amount and related project expenses; authorize
daff to enter into gppropriate agreements as necessary to accomplish this project; and
authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

Wetland Conservation Easement and Restoration Program, $561,500.00
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (Traynham Ranch),
Colusa County

This proposal is to condder the acquisition of a conservation easement over 235+ acres of
land andto consider theallocation of agrant to the CdiforniaWaterfowl Association (CWA)
for a cooperative project to restore the property to seasona wetlands, brood ponds and
uplands. The partnersin this proposal include the CWA, the Department of Fish and Game
(DFG), the landowner and the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB). The project islocated
goproximately three miles east of Arbuckle and ten miles south of the Colusa National
Wildlife Refuge in Colusa County.

This proposal is the first project under the North Central Valley Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP), anew program set up by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). The CREP s arecent adaptation of the Conservation Reserve Program, a highly
successful Department of Agriculture conservation program set up in 1986 that provides
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financial incentives to farmers and ranchers to reduce soil erosion, improve air and water
quality and establish wildlife habitat by taking marginal farmland out of agricultural
production. The CREP further enhances this program by allowing decisions to be made
locally and permitting USDA to partner with states and local governmentsto meet locally
determined high-priority conservation needs. The CREPIsresultsbased, requiring clear gods
and monitoring to measure progress and ensure SUCCESS.

The North Central Valley CREP targets the areas of Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Placer,
Sacramento, Solano, Sutter, Y olo and Y uba Countiesfor the habitat improvement projects.
The federal role in the program is to enter into contracts with area farmers to take marginal
farmlands out of production for 10to 15 years. The USDA’s Farm Services Agency (FSA)
will provide yearly payments to compensate these farmers for loss of production income
during this time period. The state and local cost share will go toward the long-term
protection and restoration of wetland and riparian habitats on these marginal farmlands. The
overdl goal of the programisto establish approximately 10,000 acres of upland nesting under
the federd share of the programand 1,500 acres of wetlands and 500 acres of riparian forest
from the gate and locad match. These improvements will be funded and implemented by a
partnership that includes the WCB, the DFG, the Natural Resources Conservation Service,
the FSA, CWA, Ducks Unlimited and local farmers. The USDA, through the FSA, will
provide approximately $19 million of the estimated $24 million tota project cost, allowing
the state and non-federal partners to leverage an 80 percent federal cost share.

The program was advertised and farmers in the target area were contacted and provided with
information on the program. Applicationswerereceived and evaluated by staff withthe DFG
and other partners. Applications were rated based on factorsthat included property size, soil
characteristics, relation to other protected areas and potential for diversity of habitat.

The Traynham Ranch isthe first property to be proposed for the CREP program and would
provide a unique mix of upland nesting, riparian and wetland habitats for protection and
enhancement. The acquisition of a perpetua wetland conservation easement over the
235+ acre site will diminate all commercial growing of crops. The grantor will retain all
recreational rights. The term of the easement, which would not provide for public access,
will extend in perpetuity and will run with the land regardiess of changesin ownership. The
property rights have been appraised and the value of the conservation easement has been
approved by the Department of Genera Services at $500,000.00. An additional $6,500.00
is needed to cover the cost of the appraisd, escrow and title fees, General Services review
costs and other related costs, for atotal easement cost of $506,500.00.

The proposed grant of $55,000.00 to the CWA will be used to restore approximately
130 acres of seasona wetlands, 15 acres of brood ponds, and 80 acres of uplands on the
subject property. To accomplish this, swales and potholes will be excavated from leveled
fields and the material will be placed on leveesto pond water. Water control structures will
be instaled to manage the water in the ponds and an existing pump will be refurbished and

-52-



Wildlife Conservation Board Agenda, February 27, 2002

pipeines ingdled to allow for irrigation and flooding during dry periods. Tules will be
planted in the wetland basins and cottonwoods and willows will be planted to restore the
riparian fored. The DFG, in cooperation with the landowner, has developed a marsh
management plan for the property. The plan is intended to assure the development and
maintenance of high quality waterfowl habitat throughout the property. Under the terms of
the restoration grant, the landowner will maintain the habitat at their cost.

This site lies in close proximity to two earlier WCB restoration projects. Together, these
properties will provide tremendous wil dlife benefits for waterfowl, including such species as
pintail, malards and widgeon. Thissiteislocated within an areathat contains thousands of
acres of rice, much of which is flooded in the winter. These flooded fields provide a food
source for many species of waterfowl and shorebirds, which will add to the project’s value.
Species that might benefit from the increase in riparian forest associated with this project
include such animals as the yellow warbler, common yellowthroat and raccoon.

Cost estimates for this project, which have been reviewed by gaff, are as follows:

Description Estimated Cost
Easement $506,500.00
Site preparation and earthmoving 45,000.00
Water control ructures 17,400.00
Wl and pipeline 10,500.00
Tule and tree planting 6,200.00
Upland seeding/planting 12,800.00
Sign 500.00
Grantee project design and management 11,100.00
Contingency 7,640.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $617.640.00

Proposed Funding Breakdown:

Wildlife Conservation Board $561,500.00
Cdifornia Waterfowl Association 46,900.00
Landowner (In-kind) 9,240.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDING $617.640.00

The Department of Fsh Game has reviewed this proposal and recommendsit for funding by
theBoard. Theacquisitionisexempt from CEQA under Class 13 of Categorica Exemptions
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asan acquisition for wildlife conservation purposes. The restoration efforts are exempt from
CEQA under Section 15304, Class4, asaminor alteration of land to benefit fish and wildlife.
The gppropriate notice(s) will be filed upon WCB approval.

Staff recommends that the Board approve thisproject as proposed; allocate $506,500.00 for
theacquisition and related costs of the property and $55,000.00 for the proposed restoration,
for atotal allocation of $561,500.00 from the Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean
Air, and Coagtal Protection Bond Fund (a)(1)(A); authorize staff to enter into appropriate
agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the Department of
Fish and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

Riparian Habitat Restoration, Sacramento River Wildlife Area, $982,100.00
Pine Creek Unit, Glenn County

Thisisaproposa to consder the alocation of agrant to Sacramento River Partners for a
cooperative project to restore approximately 231 acres of riparian habitat at the Department
of Fish and Game's Pine Creek Unit of the Sacramento River Wildlife Area. This property
islocated between River Mile 197 and River Mile 194.5 on the west bank of the Sacramento
River approximately two miles south of Hamilton City in Glenn County.

The project site was acquired by the Board in 1991on behalf of the Department of Fish and
Game (Department), aspart of a 344+ acre purchase of flood-prone farmland. At the time
of purchase the property contained approximately 163 acres of orchard lands, consisting of
almonds, walnuts and prunes. The balance of the land wasin open fid dsthat were no longer
farmed, riparian jungle and farm maintenance roads and levees. The Department continued
the management of the orchards while plans were being developed for restoration of the ste
to riparian habitat. Following severa years of declining production and flood damage, the
orchardswereremoved. Activerestoration wasdelayed dueto severeflooding inthe winter
of 1997-98, which deposited tons of sediment on downstream private properties and caused
eroson not only on the subject property but on the adjacent privately managed“J’ levee. At
that time, the “J’ levee, which originates upstream of, and provides flood protection to
Hamilton City, also protected several parcels of private orchard land that are immediately
west of the project site. The Department and neighboring landowners subsequently devised
aplanto protect the neighboring orchard landsfrom flood flows that were coming acrossthe
project site through breaches in an old river levee. Usng funds provided by the Board and
theLegidature, the Department reinforced and extended the“J’ leveein the summer of 1988,
resulting in the reduction of the velocity of the flood flows on the subject and adjacent
properties. Many of the orchard lands and other croplands that surround the project ste
have recently been acquired by The Nature Conservancy and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Theselandsare proneto flooding, evenwith the presence of the modified “ J’ levee,
but will continueto be managed for agricultural production. Meanwhile, afederd project is
inthe planning stagesto consider redigning the“J’ levee. Should therealignment occur, the
expected downstream end of the realigned levee would place most of these parcels on the
river side of the new levee dignment in the flood plain of the Sacramento River.
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The existing condition of riparian habitat within the mgority of the project area isextremely
poor, with the exception of natural process restoration, which has occurred after the
Sacramento River scoured portions of the lower elevation fields. Approximately fifty acres
have been restored naturally by these flood events. Theemerging forest has created afilter-
grip buffer that helps protect downstream property owners from flood damage. Additional
natura process restoration is extremely unlikely within the higher devation portions of the
property, which remain covered with amond rootstock resprouts and Johnson grass, anon-
naiveinvasve species common along the Sacramento River. The goal of this project is to
restore the riparian forest, shaded riverine aquatic and grasd and savanna habitats that once
existed on this property, while designing and implementing the project to complement the
potentid realignment of the “J’ levee and saidy public safety requirements of The
Reclamation Board.

Restoration of the approximately 231 acres of the site will benefit many species of resident
and migratory fish and wildlife, including the Swainson’s hawk, the Western yellow-billed
cuckoo, many neotropical migratory songbirds, the valley elderberry longhorn beetle, and all
four runs of the Chinook salmon. Improved habitat conditions on thislarge site will provide
improved birdwatching and other passive recreational uses and should aso improve public
hunting opportunities for game species.

The proposed project continues the habitat restoration work that has been funded by the
Board on other units of the Department’ s Sacramento River Wildlife Area. These ongoing
projects have resulted in therestoration of approximately 209 acresof riparianforest habitat
since 1996. The Pine Creek Unit was recently identified by the Department as the highest
priority for restoration among the various units of the wildlife area

Restoring 231 acresof riparian habitat onthe Pine Creek Unit is consistent with the goalsand
objectives of the Sacramento River Wildlife Area Draft Management Plan, CALFED’s
Ecosystem Resoration Program Plan, the Central Valey Project Improvement Act, the
Sacramento River Conservation Area Handbook and Principles, and the Central Valey and
Riparian Habitat Joint Ventures. In addition, this project buildson restoration work already
completed or inprogressalong or adjacent to the Secramento River intheimmediaevicinity,
which will provide a biologicdly significant “patch” of riparian habitat in the Sacramento
Valley. The proposed project will also include public involvement in its development, with
local farmers and businesses being engaged in the actual restoration work.

The egtimated costsfor the proposed project have been reviewed by staff and are as follows:

Description Estimated Cost

Planning and permitting $49,500.00
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Field Preparation 13,500.00
[rrigation 151,200.00
Planting Activities 247,600.00
Post-planting activities 168,200.00
Monitoring plant survival 40,500.00
Project Management 121,200.00
Administration 179,300.00
Contingencies 62,300.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $1.033.300.00

Proposed Funding Breakdown:

38.

Wildlife Conservation Board $982,100.00
Sacramento River Partners (Administration) $51,200.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDING $1.033.300.00

The Department of Fsh and Game hasreviewed this proposal and recommendsit for funding
by the Board. This project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15304, as it is a minor
alteration of land for wildlife benefit. The agppropriate notice will be filed by staff following
Board approval.

Staff recommendsthe Board approve this project asproposed; dlocate $907,100.00fromthe
General Fund; dlocate $75,000.00 from the Habitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (e/f);
authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplishthisproject; and
authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Game to proceed substantially as planned.

L og Coast Headlands, Humboldt County $415,000.00

Thisproposal isto consider the dlocation of a $415,000.00 grant to The Conservation Fund
to assist in its acquisition of a 183+ acre property located on the Humboldt County coast,
south of the E€l River Delta. A cooperative project, the property will be turned over to the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for purposes of providing coastal access, and for the
preservation of agricultura usesand sensitivewetlandsand riparianhabitat suitable for awide
array of threatened and endangered species.

The subject property is located on the coast approximately five miles west of the town of
Ferndae in Humboldt County. Extending approximately one-half mile dong the coast, the
property features dramatic bluffs, pastoral land and meandering creeksthat meet the Pacific
Ocean. The property isbounded on the north by the closed Centerville Beach Naval Station,
on the east by private ranch land and residential property and on the south by BLM’s Lost
Coast Ranch property. Access to the site is provided by Centerville Road, a paved county
road leading south from Ferndae extending through the property and along its eagern
boundary. The property has been used as afamily home and for cattle grazing. The current
owners have reserved from the acquidtion a 5+ acre parcel for their homestead, which
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includes a barn and other outbuildings.

The project lands blend together to forma matrix of varied ecosysgems. The property offers
a scenic array of habitat types including open sandy beaches, steep coastal bluffs, stream
riparian, coastal scrub, mixed conifer forest, open grasslands, lagoons and small ponds.
Habitat occurs for Cooper’s hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, golden eagle, white-tailed kite,
osprey, harrier, short-eared owl and long-eared owl. Sightings of bobcat, grey fox and
mountain lionare common. The near shore watersprovideforaging for a host of seabirdsand
waterfowl including brown pelicans (federally endangered), cormorants, scoters, gulls,
common murres and marbled murrelets (state endangered and federdly threstened).

With the assstance of the State Coasta Conservancy, the Los Coast Headlands Feashbility
Study was prepared by The Conservation Fund, which proposesto assemble four contiguous
properties, with willing sellers, for public ownership. These seashore properties, comprising
600+ acresand with three miles of beaches, do not provide public access. Asaresult of the
gudy, the BLM was recommended as the public agency best suited to own and manage the
project lands. The Conservation Fund, serving as a bridge between the private and public
sector, recently completed acquisition of the first property, the 225+ acre Lost Coast Ranch,
gifted to the BLM and opened for public access. If approved, purchase of the subject 183+
acre property would place 408+ acres or over haf of the project area under permanent
protection and opened for public access.

The BLM proposesto manage the property together with its Lost Coast Headlands project
areafor parking trail facilitiesto provide public accessalong agentletrail to the beach. The
BLM also proposes to lease the property for continued grasdands grazing, consistent with
conservation of the natural values associated with the land.

The Conservation Fund was able to cooperatively work with the property owner to secure
anoptionto purchasethissite at the approved appraised fair market value of $1,325,000.00.
A $910,000.00 grant from the State Coastal Conservancy will provide a portion of the
purchase price. The proposed grant from the Board, in the amount of $415,000.00, would
provide The Conservation Fund with the funds necessary to purchase the ste and transfer
ownership to the BLM.

The terms and conditions of the proposed grant provide that staff will review all proposed
titledocuments, appraisals, preliminarytitlereports, agreementsfor purchaseand sale, escrow
instructionsand the instrumentsof conveyanceprior to the disbursement of fundsdirectly into
an escrow for the acquisition of the property. The BLM has agreed to accept title to the
property subject to all of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement.

Staff recommendsthat the Board approve the grant to The Conservation Fund to be applied
toward the acquisition of the 183+ acres, as proposed; allocate $415,000.00 for thegrant and
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39.

related expenses from the Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal
Protection Bond Fund, Section 5096.350 (a)(5); authorize staff to enter into the appropriate
agreements to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and
Game to proceed substantially as planned.

Fdl River Wildlife Area, Shasa County $3,170,000.00

Thisisaproposd to consider the acquisition of 1,159+ acresof private land for the protection
and preservation of significant habitat and to provide public accessto the Fall, Tule and Little
Tule Rivers located in the Fall River Valley in northeastern Shasta County. The town of
McArthur, situated on State Highway 299, is located about 7 miles southeast of the subject
property. The City of Redding islocated about 100 miles southwest of thesubject area. The
subject has frontage on the Fall, Tule and Little Tule Rivers.

The primary purposes of this proposed acquisition are to establish a new public access for
fishing and possble waterfowl and upland game hunting in the lower Fall River area, to
protect and enhance habitat for wild trout, waterfowl and sandhill cranes and for the
protection and the natural enhancement of the existing wetlands. Fall River supports a
nationally known wild trout fishery. Ownership of the subject property would enable the
Department to develop a boat ramp for public access to the river and would dlow much
needed protection of the riparian habitat through various means, such as cattle management.

Significant opportunitiesexist to develop fishing accessalong theriver frontage and improve
habitat for upland game and for hunting of such species as pheasant and quail. The property
supportsa variety of wildlife, including native wild rainbow trout, rough sculpin, Pit sculpin,
sandhill crane, bald eagle, osprey, tricolored blackbird, Shasta crayfish, mink and badger.
There are dso sx special status plant species that have been identified within the area,
including bristley sedge, Boggs L ake hedge-hyssop, Bellingers meadowfoam, slender orcutt
grass, profuse flowered pogoyne and marsh skull cap.

The property has been aworking cattle ranch for many years but does include significant
areasof undisturbed wetlands. It includes about 4.5 miles of frontage aong the Fall River and
atotal of 4.0 miles of frontage along the Tule and the Little Tule rivers. The property is
improved with asinglefamily residence, two barnsand perimeter and cross fencing which are
part of the cattle ranch operations.

The approved appraised vaue of the subject property is $3,150,000.00 and the owners have
agreed to sell the property for that amount. An additional $20,000.00 will be needed for
appraisal review, escrow, titleinsurance and the Department General Services' review costs.
The proposal is exempt from CEQA as an acquisition of land for wildlife conservation
purposes and the appropriate documents will be filed with the State Clearing house upon
condderation by the Board.
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40.

Staff recommends that the Board approve this acquisition as proposed; allocae
$3,170,000.00 [$1,170,000.00 from the Hahitat Conservation Fund, Section 2786 (b/c)
account, and $2,000,000.00 from Safe Neighborhood, Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and
Coastal Protection Act (Prop. 12) , Riparian/Watershed (a) (2)] for the purchase price and
associated project costs, authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreemernts as necessary to
accomplish thisproject; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Gameto proceed
substantially as planned.

Scott River Watershed Fish Screening Program, Siskiyou County $600,000.00

Thisisaproposal to consider theallocation of agrant to the Siskiyou Resource Conservation
Didrict (District) for a cooperative project with the Department of Fish and Game
(Department) to construct, install and maintain up to thirty-one fish screens at diversonson
various streams in the Scott River watershed. All of the fish screenswill be constructed on
as many as twenty separate land holdings, located between the towns of Fort Jones and
Callahan in Siskiyou County. In addition to the District and the landowners, the diverson
userswho deliver irrigation water to the Scott River watershed lands, are dso partnersinthe
project.

The Didrict has developed agreements with prospective landowners and diversion users
concerning access, operation/maintenance of the fish screens, and monitoring of all agpects
of the project. These agreementswill be in place for the anticipated twenty-year life of the
fishscreens. The Didrict will beresponsiblefor overall operation and maintenance of thefish
screens and for long-term monitoring of the project.

The Board and the Department have been involved in cooperative restoration projectsin the
Scott River Watershed sincethe 1960's. Previously funded projects have included two fish
screeninstallationsand four projectsthat haveimproved approximately ten miles of instream
habitat (boulders, riprap, rootwads) in the Scott River, and have fenced and restored
approximately seventy-five acres of the Scott River’ sriparian corridor.

The Didrict, the Scott River Watershed Council (SRWC), the Department, and numerous
other participating agencieshave developed plansover the yearsthat have identified problems
and solutions to fishery enhancement in the Scott River watershed. A primary goal of the
Didrict and the SRWC is to protect existing fish. Within the Scott River watershed the
ingallation of fish screens on agricultural diversions has been identified as an extremely
sgnificant protection measurefor fish. Local support for fish screen ingallation comesfrom
community groups such asthe Siskiyou County Farm Bureau, Siskiyou County Cattlemen’s
Association, and the Scott V alley Hay Growers Association. Fish screenswerealso identified
as a top priority for the Scott River in the “Scott River Watershed Fish Population and
Hahitat Plan,” Scott River Coordinated Resource Management Planning Committee, 1995.
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The proposed fish screens will be constructed and ingtaled in various locations and
ownershipsthroughout the Scott River Watershed. The Scott River Watershed is composed
of sixty percent public and forty percent private property. The setting isrural and the local
economy is natura resource based, with some screens to be located near agricultural areas
(pasture and hay), and others near timbered areas. All of the screening locations are near
streams and land useis limited in the immediate areas.

Fish species receiving protection from the screens include chinook salmon, coho salmon,
steelhead, rainbow trout, riffle sculpin and dace. Coho samon are a federaly liged
threatened speciesthat likely usethereachesof streamswherethe screensare proposed. The
State of California is aso reviewing Coho populations in Northern California for listing
consderation. Thisdecision isexpected by June2002. Theingallation of fish screenswould
significantly benefit conditions for Coho samon.

The Department of Fish and Game' s Stream Improvement Headquartersin Yrekahasatotal
of sixty-seven fish screens within their area of responsibility, thirty-two of which arein the
Scott Valley. Due to reduced budgets, the Department is unable to congtruct and maintain
the amount of additional screensthat are needed to adequately protect fish. The Scott River
watershed groups have congructed twenty-two fish screens to date, al of which are
successfully operating, and the organization is in the process of constructing five more.
Currently, the diverson users are maintaining their fish screens on anindividud basis. Inan
attempt to standardize fish screen maintenance, the Didrict is developing a screen
maintenance program which will reduce diversion user maintenance time and improve the
quality of fish screen maintenance and operation. Once ingdled, the District will use this
mai ntenance program for maintaining the subject screens. I ngtallation of the up to thirty-one
screensisanticipated to require approximately one year to complete.

Estimated costsfor the project, whichhave beenreviewed by the Department, are asfollows:

ESTIMATED COST AND SHARE BY PARTNERS

WCB SRCD TOTAL
Project Coordinator $32,480.00 $ 0 $ 32,480.00
L abor 22,299.00 0 22,299.00
Screen Design/Engineering 44,000.00 0 44,000.00
Screen Maintenance (20 years) 0 446,400.00 446,400.00
DFG Technical Assistance 0 17,500.00 17,500.00
NRCS Technical Assistance 0 7,000.00 7,000.00
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41.

Materials and Supplies 118,800.00 0 118,800.00
Operating Expenses 296,731.00 23,000.00 319,731.00
Administration 51,431.00 0 51,431.00
Contingencies 34,259.00 0 34,259.00
ESTIMATED TOTAL COST $600,000.00  $493,900.00 $1,093,900.00

The Department of Fish and Game hasreviewed this proposal and recommendsit for funding
by the Board. The Department will filea Mitigated Negative Declaration for thisproject, in
compliance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act.

Under the terms of the Grant Agreement, the District has agreed to manage and maintainthe
project improvements for 20 years. If at any time during the life of the project the Didrict
is unable to manage and maintain the project improvements, the Digtrict will refund to the
State of California an amortized amount of funds based on the number of years left on the
project life.

Staff recommendsthe Board approve this project asproposed; allocate $600,000.00 fromthe
General Fund for project costs; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary
to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the Department of Fish and Game to
proceed substantidly as planned.

Resolution Honoring Michael Chrisman

The following resolution is submitted for enactment by the Wildlife Conservation Board.

WHEREAS, Mr. Michael Chrisman has, in January 2002, completed two years of
service asthe Chairman of the CaliforniaWildlife Conservation Board and as President of the
Cdlifornia Fish and Game Commission; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Chrisman, with hisintense interest in the programs of the Wildlife
Conservation Board, coupled with his sound judgement and experience in Cdifornia
agriculture and rangelands, his love for California’ swildlife resourcesand his concernfor the
protection of these ever declining resources, has greatly assisged the Board and its staff in
carrying out its duties and responshilities, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Chrisman, as Chairman of the Board, has supported the Board's

programthroughout histenure, making preservation, enhancement and restoration of wildlife
habitat atrue priority, for all of Cdifornia; and
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WHEREAS, All who have served withMr. Chrisman have appreciated hisconsistent
support, leadership, comments and advice, and have especialy appreciated the personal and
pleasant manner in which he has conducted the business of the Board and lisening with keen
interest to the public, al of which have earned for him thelove, esteem and respect of all who
have worked with him; and

WHEREAS, It isthe desire of the Board to gratefully acknowledge his contribution
to the works of the Board and the entire State of California; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That we, the Members of the Wildlife Conservation Board, the Joint
Legidative Advisory Committee, and the Board staff conveyto Michael Chrismanour sincere
gopreciation for his noteworthy contributions to the Board, and express our best wishesto
him as he continues on with his personal endeavors; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That this resolution be made a part of the official minutes of this Board
and that a copy be provided to Mr. Chrisman.

Staff recommendsthat the Board approve this resolution as proposed, that it be made a part
of the officdd minutes of this Board meeting and that a copy of this resolution be furnished
to Mr. Chrisman.
42, Staff Report - Easement Tranders

At the February 24, 1998 Wildlife Conservation Board meeting, the Board authorized the
Executive Director to transfer less-than-fee interests (easements, rights of ways, etc.) in

Department of Fishand Game or Wildlife Conservation Board controlled lands, wherethe

value of the intereds is less than $50,000.00. This was done to improve service to the

public and to reduce the cost of processing these transfers.

In addition, the Board placed two conditions on this delegation of authority, the first of
whichisthat inall cases, the grant of alessthan-feeinterest would be made at the request
or with the recommendation of the Department of Fish and Game to assure adequate
consderation of impacts on habitat and programs. Secondly, any grant made under this
authority would be reported as an informational item at the next available meeting of the
Board.

Pursuant to the above described process, the following easement transfer has been
completed by staff:

PROJECT TITLE TRANSFER GRANTEE | SIZE | CONSIDERATION
TYPE
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Willow Creek
Ecological
Reserve, City of
Folsom Easemert,
Sacramento
County

Agreement and
grant of
pedestrian access
and tral
easement

City of
Folsom

5 acres

$0.00 - ben€fit of
public use.

OTHER BUSINESS

Presentation - Lake County Land Trust
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